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Rose Calendar
Sep 16 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Sep 26 Deadline for Roses In Review
Sep 28 2010 Convention Planning Meeting
Oct 4-5 GGRS/NortheastGeorgia RS Rose

Show, Bogan Park, Buford. Contact
Nancy Miller, 770-963-6490,
2manyroses@bellsouth.net

Oct 4 Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 10-12 Deep South District Convention &

Rose Show, Birmingham, AL.
Contact Bob Eskew, 205-823-6621,
daddybobsq@aol.com

Oct 21 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Nov 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 13 GARS Holiday Party

September In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – What's happening in your garden?
When I look around my garden in late August,
it's hard to believe that this ratty collection of
heat-stressed, leafless, and blackspot-ridden
bushes has any potential for beauty. But
September is a month of change; as
temperatures moderate, roses begin to flourish
and to produce the lush new growth that will
nourish their fall flush of blooms. Our job now
is to give them the help they need to make that
transformation.
Water – Our two-year drought has continued
this summer, and we're still 8" short for the
year. Hurricane Fay brought much-needed
rains, although both Atlanta and Covington still
reported below-normal rainfall for the month,
while only Dunwoody, Gainesville, and Griffin
showed lots of extra rain. While it looks like we
won't reap any rain from Gustav or Hanna, other
storms are headed this way, and we can hope for
further relief. Check your rain gauge often, and
be ready with supplemental water any time you
haven't had substantial rainfall in a week. If your
rain gauge is broken (the squirrels have taken a

fancy to ours), you can look for neighborhood
weather information on the Weather
Underground website, www.wunderground.com.
Feed – Roses are like children – they need to be
fed, but they'll consume all kinds of food, from
junk to gourmet. If you use a granular fertilizer,
early September is your last chance to feed. You
can also apply organic fertilizers now. But "fast
food" – liquid fertilizers – can be fed every other
week from now through early October, and your
roses will appreciate any of these. To get the
most out of the fall flush of roses, you may want
to change to a 10-50-10 formula near the end of
September.
Spray – Blackspot continues to be a problem, but
we'll also have to deal with powdery mildew as
cooler, high-humidity evenings return. Keep
spraying – you can only prevent fungal diseases,
you can't cure them. If you have an active
problem with blackspot, try spraying twice a
week for two or three weeks with a contact
fungicide like mancozeb or Daconil, then resume
your regular weekly spray schedule. If you have
problems with powdery mildew, be sure to spray
at least once a week to keep new growth
protected. Funginex, BannerMaxx, and
Immunox work well to prevent powdery mildew;
Eagle, E-Rase, or Rubigan are better to get an
existing problem under control. If you can spray
in the morning, you won't need to worry about a
much-needed evening thunderstorm washing the
spray off your bushes, or washing out your spray
date entirely.
Deadhead & Cut Back – To stimulate fall
blooms, cut back bushes by about one-fourth in
late August or early September. On average, it
takes six weeks from this pruning until new
blooms appear; roses with fewer petals will cycle
faster, while those with more petals take longer.
The new growth that comes from this pruning
will produce healthier foliage now and bigger,
more colorful, more satisfying blooms in
October. Continue deadheading until the end of
September.
Enjoy – September is my favorite month of the
summer, as the heat relents and roses perk up. I
can finally leave the air conditioning to enjoy the
renewal of the rose garden!
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The Traveling Rosarians
The Rose Garden In September

By Linda & Walt Reed, Master Rosarians

Are we finally past the hot muggy weather
of August? Let’s hope so, the roses need a cool
reprieve to get their jump-start for the October
shows. There are many opportunities for
members to exhibit or just attend the various
rose shows in our district. Augusta and
Gwinnett will have their shows October 4th.
The district convention will be in Birmingham
on October 11. Refer to the calendar in this
newsletter or go on line at www.ars.org for
further details.

September is an easier month on our roses
except maybe for the sporadic mildew due to
the cooler nights. A good spray to keep it in
control is Rubigan or Immunox; another
material that is sold by Rosemania is E-RASE,
which works to smother the spores of the
mildew. At this time the roses may be fed only
organics (Mills Magic, Purely Organic or any
other organic fertilizer); do not feed after
September 30. Although you can feed organics
later, it is better to wait until spring, as you
want your roses to stop growing and get ready
for winter. It is not recommended that you feed
any high nitrogen fertilizers; if they get too
much food those basal breaks that may appear
will be frosted off when the colder weather is
upon us.

We have had such craziness with the
weather we can only use common sense for
what may work for the various areas we live in.
If you are able to water you roses continue to
do so. Roses need at least 9-11 gallons of
water per week to do their best.

The spray program should be continued to
keep your roses at their peak. Blackspot is still
with us as are those pesky thrips. Keep the
dead leaves cleaned up in your garden to keep
blackspot at a minimum. Keep spraying with
Banner Maxx, Manzate, or your spray of
choice, following directions carefully and
alternating the product each time. If you are

heavily infested with blackspot Howard
Walters recommended that you spray every 3-4
days with Banner Maxx and Manzate at full
strength for 4 applications. Then continue your
regular spray program. To control thrips mist
the buds and blooms with Orthene or Cygon
every 3-4 days. This will keep the blooms
looking good, especially if you plan to exhibit
your roses this fall.

Another way to help control thrips is to use
a lawn and garden grub killer, since thrips
larvae live in the soil. This may help control
some Japanese beetle grubs, as well. Be sure to
read the label and use one that doesn’t kill
earthworms.

If you have basal breaks or very long canes
on your bushes, stake them to protect them
from any wind we may get. Let’s hope that the
rains will also be with us from some of the
hurricanes that pass through. That will give the
roses more stamina to get through the winter
months.

If you have not checked the pH of your soil,
now is a good time to get this done. Add lime
to adjust the pH to between 6.5 and 7.0. This is
the best range for roses to take up the nutrients
you have been feeding them all season. The
extension service will suggest an amount to add
based on the pH test results. Adding lime in
the fall will get you ready for next season, since
it takes time for the lime to raise the pH level.
In the unlikely event you need to lower the pH,
sulfur can be used to lower the level.

This should get you off to a good start in
preparation for the coming months in the rose
garden. Enjoy the fall flush with the vibrant
colors of your roses.

Deep South District Convention
Don't forget – the 2008 Deep South District

Convention will be October 10-12 in
Birmingham, AL. The convention Schedule of
Events, Horticulture and Arrangement Show
Schedules, and Registration Form are available
for download on the Deep South District
Website, www.deepsouthdistrict.org, or contact
Bob Eskew at 205-823-6621, or
daddybobsq@aol.com.
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Weather Word
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

Hooray for Fay! Even thought Faye
confounded forecasters as she zigzagged across
the Florida peninsula several times before exiting
into Gulf, she finally brought some much-needed
rain to north Georgia. Unfortunately, Fay also
brought way too much rain to much of Florida
and produced some severe flooding. Several
more tropical waves in the southern Atlantic are
headed toward us and hopefully they will all miss
Florida and bring more rain to north Georgia.

As for the long-range forecast, it looks like
rainfall should average out to be just about
normal, although any tropical system that affects
the southeast could change that.

Sep 15 Avg High Avg Low Avg Rain
Atlanta 82 64 3.42
Alpharetta 81 59 3.61
Athens 83 63 3.36
Blairsville 78 54 4.30
Columbus 86 66 3.23
Helen 80 57 5.40
Macon 86 64 2.78
Rome 82 60 3.73
Savannah 85 68 4.47

Chemical Reactions?
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

From time to time, we hear that various
chemicals in our rose arsenal are about to be
changed. I've heard recently that some Ortho
products, including Ortho Rose Pride
(Funginex), Ortho Systemic Insecticide
(Orthene), Orthenex, and related products, are
on the way out. So I checked with Ortho, and
got this reply: "At this time, there is no plan to
discontinue any of the aforementioned
products, although some may go through a
name change. Unfortunately, we won't have a
definite product line for the 2009 season until
late October/early November 2008, which is
when we can confirm any changes."

If you hear anything more definitive, please
let me know, so I can spread the word!

ARS News
Don't forget to review your roses! The

deadline for Roses In Review is Friday,
September 26. All Consulting Rosarians
must report, and everyone else is encouraged to
do so as well. Find a link at www.ars.org, or
see the July/August American Rose.

The ARS trial membership program
continues through the end of 2008. Join a local
rose society now, and receive a 4-month trial
membership in the American Rose Society.
You'll receive two issues of the American
Rose magazine. If you're reading this and
you're not a member of GARS, what are you
waiting for? If you're already a member, don't
miss this opportunity to give really great (and
economical) gifts to your friends and family
who love roses, especially now while GARS
membership is half-price!

Current ARS members should be sure to
look at the September/October 2008 issue of
the American Rose. The Board has submitted
two proposed by-laws changes to the
membership for a vote. These changes would
allow the Board to vote electronically, and
would allow for the membership as a whole to
vote electronically. Since there's an election
coming up next year, this could be a big time
and money saver for the organization and for
members. Your ballot is on Page 12 in the
magazine – be sure to vote!

Throw The Book At 'Em!
Want to know more about what's bugging your
roses? The new Compendium of Rose Diseases
& Pests now includes insects, and is an excellent
reference. You can pre-order and get $10 off
before December 31, 2008. Go to
www.shopapspress.org and use promo code
ROSEPK.

Mills Delivery Cancelled
Last month's Phoenix contained information on a
proposed Mills group purchase for GARS
members. Unfortunately, too few orders were
received, so there will be no delivery this month.
Plan to order for delivery next spring at Fernbank.
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All Dressed Up
With Nowhere To Go?

By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

All dressed up with nowhere to go. Is that
what your gorgeous, rich colored, large petaled
fall blooming roses telling you? Well have I
got the answer for you . . . .The Greater
Gwinnett and Northeast Georgia Rose Societies
are hosting their annual fall rose show October
4-5: Fall Festival of Roses, The Songs of
Autumn. The show will be held at Bogan Park,
2725 North Bogan Road, in Buford, GA, near
The Mall of Georgia.

As Co-Chair with Kim Borland, I would
like to invite you and your roses to our show.
We’ve added a few classes that will include
more gardens with the EarthKind roses and a
Fun Bouquet. I’m really excited the public will
get a chance to see EarthKind roses on the
tables. If you’re growing any of the these
roses, please consider cutting a few and
entering them in the show if for nothing else, a
chance for the public to be introduced to the
great variety of easy growing, disease tolerant
roses.

And don’t forget the photography and
arrangement classes. With themes like “Rose
Hip November,” “Dead Leaves and the Dirty
Ground,” and “Tender Ghosts of Autumn,”
how could you not be inspired? And yes, of
course we have a pumpkin-themed
arrangement!

Our programs include “For the Love of
Roses” Saturday at 2:00pm by Stephen Hoy,
and “All About Roses and How to Grow
Them” by Bobbie Reed Sunday, at 2:00pm.
Come exhibit your roses, help clerk at the
show, or just come and look at the pretty
flowers! It’s a fun time to be with your rose
friends and it’s amazing what you will learn at
these shows. The schedule and show
information is on the GGRS website:
http://www.gwinnettrose.org. We hope to see
you there. For more information, call Nancy at
770-963-6490 or Kim at 770-983-1806.

The Future of Roses
By Steve Jones, Master Rosarian
President, American Rose Society

An old adage is that bigger is better. That
may be true for some things, like a bigger piece
of your favorite pie, but not necessarily for
everything in our lives. Big corporations and big
government are examples of things that are not
good, especially for the small guy. Today when
you travel to anywhere USA, all you see are the
same chain stores and restaurants, such as
Lowe’s, Home Depot, McDonalds, Applebee’s,
Wal Mart, etc. Many small Mom and Pop stores
often cannot compete against them and close their
doors. Our local hardware store just closed after
75 years because they cannot compete.

About ten years ago I wrote an article about
where are all the rose nurseries? At that time
many of the well-known rose nurseries were
closing their doors and no, it was not because of
the larger rose growers. For all rose growers, the
profit margin is very small. For those who create
new roses, it is expensive and time consuming to
get a rose to the market. It takes 8-10 years to
introduce a new rose to the market and almost as
many to recoup the expenses. This is one reason
the new introductions demand a higher price tag.
But the market can only bear so much. If they
offer a new rose for, say $30, I doubt the public
will purchase them, but will look more at the
$1.99 specials.

The smaller rose grower and seller has a
harder time making much of a profit, and for
some, it is more for the love of the rose than
making a profit. Robbie Tucker of Rosemania
once told me he loses money on the rose side of
his business, but makes up for it by selling other
products. Roses require a lot of land to create
and grow, including greenhouses. Land is
becoming expensive and with urban sprawl,
many nurseries cannot survive, as it would be
cheaper to sell the property than to stay in
business. Family run nurseries are disappearing
because the family is not interested in working
long, hard hours for little profit.

There are few rose nurseries left in the United
States. Jackson & Perkins, Weeks, Star,
Certified, and Greenheart are the largest.
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Greenheart has purchased many of the miniature
rose nurseries over the years, such as Tiny Petals
and Nor’East. Because of the small profit
margins, all of the nurseries are trying to find
cheaper and more cost effective ways to produce
roses. Greenheart has a state-of-the-art rose
production facility. They produce roses from a
single bud eye and they can produce a fully-
grown plant in weeks compared to months at
other nurseries. Unlike the other growers who
produce budded roses, Greenheart sells roses that
are on their own roots. The larger roses are
budded onto rootstock, which requires acres of
land to grow the rootstock then the roses. In an
effort to cut expenses, Jackson & Perkins recently
sold their rose growing land and contracts out for
roses.

Another big price item is the high cost of
shipping due to fuel costs. Sending roses, even
by mail order, is getting expensive. Bareroot
roses are still the lightest to ship for large roses.
Greenheart is working to find the easiest, lightest,
and cheapest way to ship roses. Currently it costs
almost as much as the price of a rose to ship in a
small container with soil. They are looking into
shipping a smaller plant, such as plugs or soil-less
roses.

I am sure you are wondering why I mention
all of these things about large companies and
problems with small profit margins? With all of
the big hardware/gardening stores like Lowe’s,
Home Depot, even Wal Mart, all over the nation,
they have forced many of the smaller nurseries to
close.

Many of the smaller nurseries offered a wide
selection of roses from different rose growers.
Unfortunately, these large chain stores will only
offer what they want, and not what is good for
their community, since they one-stop order for
stores across the nation. In time, I feel these
large stores will be the only place to get roses
other than a few mail order places. When they
have control, they also dictate how many roses
they will sell. I went to all three places near my
home recently and found no more than 25
varieties at each. These are number one grades.
There were many more of the Grade 2 roses, but
good rosarians should not buy them. Our local

nursery cut their rose orders way back because
they cannot compete with the big stores. Why
spend $16 for a rose there when you can buy a
rose for $9.95 at one of those big stores?

So I see the future of roses as being severely
reduced in the number of varieties of roses
available. The number of rose growers will likely
also drop to a small handful.

Another problem is America was very much a
"Do It Yourself" nation, so people took the time
to do the work and research the different varieties
of roses. Now the trend is shifting to "Do It For
Me," so they leave it up to their gardeners and
landscapers. Very few gardeners or landscapers
know much about roses, and are most likely to
buy the common landscape roses, such as Iceberg
[or around here, Knock Out]. They will buy what
they know, plus they can get good discounts for
buying them in bulk. One local nursery sells over
8,000 Iceberg roses a year, compared to 1,500 of
all the others combined. Iceberg is a good rose,
but it does tend to get some blackspot and
mildew.

Because of this, it is even more important to
produce the best roses that will be as universal as
possible. Unfortunately there is no perfect rose
for the United States. It seems a rose that has
good resistance to blackspot in one area will get
powdery mildew in others, and vice versa.

All-America Rose Selections
This is why the All-America Rose Selections

(AARS) trials are more important now than ever.
The All-America Rose Selections, Inc., is a
nonprofit organization made up of commercial
rose growers. The whole purpose of this group is
to promote their top quality roses.

The AARS was started in 1938 by a group of
the leading rose nurseries, including Armstrong,
Germain’s, and Howards, to promote top quality
roses. Today there are about 15 rose growers
who make up the membership. Weeks hybridizer
Tom Carruth is the current President of AARS.
The organization is headquartered in San
Francisco, CA, and they have a website at
www.rose.org.

In their promotion of the best roses, an AARS
test system was established. Roses were grown
and evaluated in various areas of the United
States. Those roses that perform well were given
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AARS honors. A rose that wins AARS is usually
guaranteed a profitable future.

In 1940, the first roses were awarded AARS
honors. The first winners were Dickson’s Red,
Flash, The Chief, and World’s Fair. Flash was
the first climber to win AARS honors and
World’s Fair was the first floribunda. World’s
Fair [below] was renamed in honor of the New

York World’s Fair.
Its previous name
was Minna Kordes.

Other first
time winners of
AARS honors are:
Pinkie, first
polyantha in 1948,
Queen Elizabeth,
first grandiflora in

1955, and Debut and New Beginnings, first minis
in 1989. The year 1951 was the only year AARS
honors were not bestowed. The first amateur
hybridizer to win AARS was Carl Meyer, of
Cleves, OH, for the rose Portrait.

Today there are three types of gardens in the
AARS system. Any one garden can have one or
more of these garden types. The first is the
AARS test garden [like the Robert L Staton Rose
Garden at Fernbank in Atlanta]. There are about 24
public gardens where test roses are planted and
evaluated with a specific point scale. The roses
are only labeled with a numbered tag, so the
evaluators do not know the introducer or
hybridizer. The rose tags are labeled with a code,
such as 04R401. The 04 is the year it was placed
in the trials (2004), the R is for Rose, and the
number is unique to each variety. The numbers
with 100 are miniatures, 200 are hybrid teas, 300
are grandifloras, 400 are floribundas, 500 are
shrubs, and 600 are climbers.

The roses are graded based on vigor, growth
habit, disease resistance, plant health, amount of
blooms, bloom color and form, fragrance,
novelty, and overall appearance. AARS is
looking for carefree roses that are hardy and
disease resistant for the general gardener, and the
roses are not evaluated for show form.

The roses are evaluated for two years by two
different judges per public garden. Climbers are

grown for three years and are evaluated for the
last two years. The judges submit their scores at
the end of each year. The top 50% are carried
over to be evaluated the second year. The judges
are selected by the host garden and approved and
trained by AARS. The top rated roses from all
across the United States are considered AARS
winners and are determined by the AARS at their
annual November meeting. The winning roses
are still two years away from being available to
the public, in order to mass-produce them. They
are introduced 4 years from the trial garden date
on the tag. For example, if 08R401 is the winner,
it will be available as the 2012 introduction.

The AARS has 133 display gardens. These
are not test gardens, but gardens where the AARS
winners are displayed. To keep the quality of the
gardens up to AARS levels, they are evaluated by
at least two evaluators per year on general
maintenance conditions. Gardens are evaluated
on whether the beds are full of roses, there are no
weeds and no diseases, roses are deadheaded
properly, nametags are present, etc. The AARS
winners for the next year will be planted in these
gardens, but are not evaluated.

There are also AARS demonstration gardens.
These are not evaluated, just simply displays of
all AARS winners. There are very few of these
gardens in the United States. The garden in
Carlsbad, CA, for instance, contains all of the
AARS winners, many of which have passed on
into obscurity. These gardens are important
because the public can see the roses growing in
their area and if they like them, they will head to
their local nursery to purchase.

AARS is also trying to encourage more rose
growing and satisfaction with the roses the public
buys with a new list of regional favorites, roses
that will do well in different regions of the United
States.

In summary, the future of roses may not be as
varied as today, with fewer varieties available
and newer methods developed to mass produce
them, but they should be better roses, more
universal, easier to grow and disease resistant.

From the September 2008 issue of Rose Ecstasy, newsletter of
the Santa Clarita Valley Rose Society, Kitty Belendez, editor.
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Roses Of The Future
2009 AARS Winners

Pink Promise Carefree Spirit

Cinco
de
Mayo

Ugly Roses Of The Past
Not every rose can be beautiful, especially in

August. At our last meeting members shared
some of the uglier examples of summer roses

from their gardens.
Winner of the

"Dollar Store Cup"
was Diane Snyder,
with a pitiful specimen
of St. Patrick stricken
with thrips, caterpillar
damage, blackspot, and
spray residue.

Alice Boyd won our newest trophy, the
"Garage Sale Memorial," for her
arrangement "Honor Destroyed"
featuring Veteran's Honor.

Thanks to all of the good
sports who brought roses!

Local Notes
Karen Radde is home recovering from knee

surgery – possibly the only thing that could make
her stay put. Get better soon!

Verne Davis is recuperating from that
shoulder surgery he had in July. Anna is staying
busy taking care of him, and recuperating from a
root canal. Double ouch!

We learned in August of the passing of
Wilma Cravey, who was president of GARS in
1978.

Anna Davis remembers her this way:
"Wilma Cravey was a long-time member of the
Greater Atlanta Rose Society. She was one of the
loveliest ladies and friends that I have ever had.
We spent a lot of time visiting each other's
gardens and on the phone talking roses. Her
home was close to Perimeter Mall and many of
her roses you could see from the street. She was
a good, dedicated gardener and grew beautiful
roses. Everyone slowed down as they passed her
garden, including me. She often brought visitors
to visit my garden. As you could see in her
obituary, she was a very accomplished woman in
many ways. She exuded confidence and
intellect. I always admired her. I don't know if
you knew of her aunt Leila Denmark. She was a
well-known Atlanta pediatrician who was still
practicing after she was well past the century
mark. She was amazing. Wilma helped her aunt
develop a delightful plot in her back yard that
included roses, impatiens, and zinnias. She
always said her aunt was her inspiration. Wilma
had not been well for the last few years."

And from Anita Smith, "Wilma was my very
close friend, as was her husband before her.
Roses covered her front lawn on Ashford-
Dunwoody Road and stopped traffic when in
bloom, which was most of the summer. I would
go over and help her (not that she needed much
help) when she called. Wilma really didn't want
to serve as president but did so at my insistence

(coercion actually) and did a splendid
job. She was one fine lady, stood
straight as an arrow, and always wore
crisp linen, tailored dresses with a scarf
tied artfully at the throat. She was one of
a kind."


