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Autumn thoughts From the President
October is upon us, and

we've had two excellent
events for rose lovers. First
was the Gwinnett/Northeast
Georgia Rose show October
4 at Bogan Park. The
weather cooperated for a
spectacular display of roses!

This past weekend was
the DSD Convention and
Show. As always, it was fun
to attend – and we got to
bring roses to that one, too!
Be sure to enjoy District
events like these for

fellowship with rosarians from around the
Southeast.

My plan is to have you all walk out into the
garden at our October meeting to see our
“GRITS” Gal on display. Since our meeting is
so late in the month, and the scarecrows will
have been on display for 21 days, I decided to
let you see a photo of how she looked when
Mark and I delivered her to the garden! If you
get a chance, PLEASE go by ABG and see the
Scarecrow Festival entries – there are over 100
magnificent scarecrow specimens on display!
You’ll be glad you did! We need to continue to
support ABG, especially since they are a

tremendous support to
our organization. Trust
me…..the Scarecrow
Festival will put you in
mood for Fall!

See you at the
October meeting!

Linda Schuppener

October Meeting
Tuesday, Oct 21, 7:30pm, ABG

I hope everyone still has living stems in the
rooting "micro-greenhouses" from the
September meeting. If you have not already
done so, punch a small hole in the bottom and
you can probably remove the cover anytime
now. Leave them in the shade and cover the
base with leaves or mulch as the weather gets
cooler. Just be sure they do get some water and
don't dry out. Sometime in the spring we will
compare results.

For the October meeting, we will have a
speaker on the business side of the Rose
industry. With gas prices, the stock market,
and real estate concerns in the news daily we
may forget that the hobby we love is supported
by a small and fragile group of businesses.
Even the very biggest in the world is still a
'small cap' company. The growers,
wholesalers, and retailers who bring us those
wonderful new plants are more than just
business people exploiting a niche market.
They, too, love these plants. Kari Hill of
Autumn Hill nursery, a retail nursery in
Cherokee county, will be giving us insight into
the challenges and tactics required to be
successful in this area and the implications for
us as rosarians. Specifically, how they
differentiate themselves from the competition,
what they need to do to survive, and how they
still want and try to be of service to the hobby.

Chris Woods

Happy
Halloween!
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Rose Calendar
Oct 21 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Nov 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 13 GARS Holiday Party
Jan 16-18 Deep South District Mid-Winter

Meeting, Tallahassee, FL.
Contact Bill Langford, 561-642-
0200, WHL2@prodigy.net

October In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – What's happening in your garden?
September was terribly dry, well under an inch
of rain for most of us. We're 29% short on
rainfall for the year, with little relief in sight.
Lake Lanier is at a record low for this time of
year, stream flows are very low, the extreme
drought area now includes Gwinnett, north
Fulton, Cherokee, Athens, and all of Georgia
northeast of there. Established roses in our
garden look okay, but hydrangeas, azaleas, and
dogwoods look sad!
Water – Roses love water, and I love roses.
But we have to balance our garden water needs
with those of the region. So follow the rules
for your area – in Gwinnett, it's still 3 days a
week for 25 minutes by one person holding a
hose with an automatic shut-off. Ouch!
Alternative water sources are legal, like
rainbarrels and gray water – don't forget to
shower with a bucket! It's also time to think
about refreshing your mulch, maybe with
ground-up leaves, and that will help to
conserve water.
Don't Feed – No more fertilizer from here on
out. Nitrogen now will only promote soft new
growth that would be harmed by next month's
frosts.
Spray Carefully – We try to spray only
immediately after watering, to protect our roses
from spray burn. If you can't water, try to
spray shortly after a rain. Meanwhile, keep an

eye on your garden for signs of disease –
lingering blackspot, or powdery mildew
stimulated by these gorgeous fall days – so
you'll know what to spray with. BannerMaxx
will help to control blackspot when sprayed
every other week, but powdery mildew will
require more frequent sprayings, maybe
alternating with the hard stuff like Eagle or
Rubigan to keep a serious infestation under
control. Manzate doesn't help with powdery
mildew, but Immunox will.
Deadhead – It's time to quit deadheading.
You can let faded blooms remain on the bush,
or remove just the petals if the faded blooms
are too ugly. This will let the rose bush know
that it can slow down and stop producing new
flowers this fall, as it concentrates on
producing hips, those Vitamin C-packed fruits
of the rose. If you haven't been spraying your
roses with pesticides, you can collect ripe (red
or orange) rose hips to make tea or jelly.
Share – While our roses may not be exhibition
quality this fall, even less-than-perfect roses are
great to decorate your home and garden, or
share with friends. Why not take a bouquet to a
library or nursing home in your area?
Enjoy – I think I enjoy October in the garden
most of all. The weather is pleasantly cool, the
trees are colorful, and the roses are brighter.
While not having enough water is frustrating to
the avid gardener, the extra time I gain by not
watering at odd hours means I have more time
to enjoy the roses!

GARS members at
the DSD convention.
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The Traveling Rosarians
The Rose Garden In October

By Linda & Walt Reed, Master Rosarians

The fall shows are nearly over and we can
now think about the process of getting our
roses ready for their winter nap. If you have
not already done so, stop fertilizing your roses,
especially with any fertilizer high in nitrogen.
Let hips form when the blooms are spent; just
remove the rose petals so you keep the petal
drop to a minimum in the garden. This will
signal the roses that it's time to take a little rest.
If you continued to deadhead as you did in the
active growing season, new growth would be
encouraged. Any new growth now may get
frosted and create undue stress on your plants.
Remember our frost of April ’07. We were still
seeing the results of that one in our garden on a
few plants this season.

The colors should be lovely with the cooler
weather. You can still cut all the lovely blooms
you have for you indoor bouquets and to give
away. Your bushes will stop producing
completely as the days get shorter and we have
some freezing nights. The watering
requirements will be about half of what you did
this summer. Due to the restrictions that many
areas had this year, if you can water at the same
rate it will probably do no harm and should be
good for the bushes.

With the cool nights you may notice less
blackspot but an increase in powdery mildew.
The spores from blackspot and powdery
mildew will winter over on leaves and any
foliage that has fallen to the ground, so it is
important to continue to spray and keep a clean
garden, bushes, and ground. The sprays of
choice for powdery mildew are Rubigan, Eagle
RW, or Immunox. There is also a product
called Erase that will help to eliminate mildew
if you already have it on some plants.

I like to stock spray materials for the
dormant season. Lime Sulfur and Volck Oil
are good to spray during December or January
on both

the plants and the ground to help kill off the
spores and insect eggs that can winter over.

This time of year you can prepare new rose
beds for spring planting. The preparation is to
have the clay broken down so that the roses
will grow in good soil. You would need
topsoil, some good organic material (such as
cow manure), gypsum, and lime added to the
clay soil; a strong back and a roto-tiller are
helpful. It is also smart to get your soil tested
at the UGA Extension Office. It will tell you
what you need to add to the soil for the good
growth of your roses. Now is the time to add
lime if you need to raise your pH, since it takes
some time for the lime to work to get the
desired result by next spring.

The cooler weather is also a good time to
plant new roses so that they will be established
by the spring growing season. You can also
make plans for moving roses in the garden to
another spot or for shovel pruning (getting rid
of any roses that are not producing for you) to
make room for the newer and more resistant
varieties. Many nurseries will let you order
roses now to deliver for spring planting. This is
a good idea because many of the newer
varieties may be sold out if you wait until
spring.

Hope you all had a great year with your
roses, and with a little preparation this fall,
your roses should be ready to give you much
enjoyment next year.

Enjoying the gardens on tour at the DSD Convention.

I have an unused 40-lb. tub of Mills Bloomkote for sale. I purchased it from Beaty
Fertilizer for $68.00 and will sell for $60.00.

Stan Leacock, 770-908-7526, vistan2@peoplepc.com


