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November In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Observe – What's happening in your garden?
Are there roses that performed badly this year?
Yes, the continuing drought is hard on roses, but
hardest on those that are less vigorous or stressed
by diseases and extreme temperatures. This is the
time to decide which bushes need to be replaced.
Water – Roses still need water, but not as much
as earlier in the growing season, now that days
are cooling off. October is traditionally our driest
month; this year our rainfall averaged near
normal for the month, over 3", giving stressed
plants a break. We're still 11½" short for the
year, though. You can use gray water or rain
barrel water for any new plantings, and mulch to
hold the water in place.
Don't Feed! – No more feeding throughout the
winter. Fertilizer now would only stimulate the
kind of soft growth that will be badly hurt in our
sporadic winter cold spells. About half of us
have already had our first frost, the others won't
be far behind. With colder weather in the offing,
we won't fertilize again until spring.
Spray – Despite my best intentions I usually stop
spraying after the October rose shows, although I
recommend that you keep spraying fungicides as
long as there are leaves on the bush. I know that
I'll pay a price for not spraying, because there
will be more blackspot in the garden come spring.
Stay alert to insect pests, but use insecticides only
when damaging insects are present.
Don't Deadhead! – I know it's hard; I have to
fight with myself not to cut off spent flowers this
time of year. To keep your bushes looking neat,
pull off the spent petals but leave the hip. If you
haven't been spraying your roses with pesticides,
you can collect ripe (red or orange) rose hips now
to make tea or jelly.
Cut Back – After Thanksgiving and a hard
freeze or two, roses should go semi-dormant.
This will be a good time to trim just the tops of
large bushes to about chest high, to prevent the
bush from whipping about in high winds, which
can loosen your bush's roots in the soil.
Mulch – It's time to replenish the mulch around
your rose bushes, to protect them from the

winter's cold. Two to four inches of mulch
around each bush is helpful at this time of year,
especially between now and late December, as
soil temperatures cool. More mulch will be
needed to protect the bud union of grafted roses
(most hybrid teas, floribundas, and shrubs are
grafted) during our sporadic hard freezes; make
sure you have extra mulch handy before it's
needed.
Do Dirt – This is a good time to think about
moving plants, or even planting new rose bushes.
But it's an ideal time to examine the soil in your
rose beds. Take multiple soil samples from your
rose bed, about 6" deep, mix them all together,
and take the sample to the County Cooperative
Extension office to have it tested; better yet, have
a separate test for each bed. It's inexpensive, and
the results will tell you about the acidity of your
soil, how to adjust it, and what other nutrients
your soil may need. I'm always surprised by the
results when we do this! If you do need to add
lime to counterbalance the acidity of your soil, this
is the right time to add it, since it takes several
months for the lime to work its way through the
soil. If the pH of your soil is too far from ideal,
your rose bushes can't absorb the nutrients they
need from the fertilizer you give them.
Plan/Plant – With watering bans likely to
continue well into next year, any planting you want
to do should be done early – maybe even this
month. I prefer to grow own-root roses in stressful
conditions like our drought, but I suspect
Fortuniana-rootstock roses will perform well, too,
although they will be better off held in pots over the
winter, so you can move them indoors during
severe weather. You won't find many roses in local
nurseries now, but check out the catalogs. For own-
root roses, including EarthKind roses, see Antique
Rose Emporium, Chamblee Roses, or Roses
Unlimited. For Fortuniana-rootstock roses, try
K&M roses or Cool Roses (both will be delivering
to the DSD Midwinter Meeting in January).
Enjoy – There's still beauty to be enjoyed, with
occasional late flowers gracing the garden in late
November or early December. But this is also a
great time of year to curl up with all those
wonderful catalogs that hit the mailbox this time of
year. If you aren't getting enough catalogs, check
the GARS website or ask at the meeting for some
recommendations.
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Weather Word
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

It's a broken record, but it only rained 3
days in October, with most people getting
around 3" or perhaps a bit more. There is no
real change on the horizon. It is very likely that
we will head into 2009 still needing a lot of
rain to break the drought.

You can help by realizing that grass does
not need to be watered over the winter,
especially southern grasses. Too often I see
sprinkler systems going in December and
January for fescue lawns, and I just shake my
head in disgust. What a waste of water! Save
the water for when we need it, when it is hot!

Dec 15 Avg High Avg Low Avg Rain
Atlanta 54 35 4.33
Alpharetta 53 30 4.84
Athens 55 35 4.09
Blairsville 51 26 4.87
Columbus 59 38 4.97
Helen 53 31 6.32
Macon 60 37 4.31
Rome 50 30 4.87

More of Ryan's Picks for 2009
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

Here are more roses that Ryan recommends for growing next
year. Don't forget to check his comments on Weeks and
Jackson & Perkins roses in last month's newsletter.

Parole (Buxom Beauty) –
Extremely large deep pink
blooms are similar to Rina
Hugo. Some blooms have
exhibition quality form.
Available on fortuniana
rootstock.

Arctic Circle – Blooms are white with brushed
pink edge with exhibition form. Bush grows
well and blooms are generally clean. Stems are
nearly thornless. Foliage is a nice dark green.
Available on fortuniana rootstock.
Pumpkin Patch is a new
caramel orange floribunda
with a fruity fragrance
featured in the Edmunds
catalog. And I really like
orange roses!

ARS Members Need To Vote!
By Jolene Adams, Master Rosarian

The September/October American Rose magazine had an article on Page 12 concerning proposed
changes to the ARS Bylaws. The gist of the matter is this: if a majority of the membership votes "yes" on
the 2 bylaws edits, we can start voting with our computer next year – just in time for the Triennial
Elections. ARS will not have to mail out thousands of pieces of paper which always get here late – you
will not need to use a postage stamp to send the stuff back. The Post Office won't get a chance to rend,
savage, spindle, mutilate and finally lose your ballots.

Now, I know you all dearly love to sit right down and read that magazine from beginning to end – but
really folks ... very few people have bothered to vote so far!! I think you might not have read the article –
page 12. Look ... see ... vote!

You will need to copy or tear off the bottom of the page and mail in your vote. The return address is
right there on the page.

If you cannot afford a stamp, take your vote to your local rose society meeting and the society can
collect a bunch of them and send them in all at once.
If you don't want to tear up your magazine, here is the little form - print this page, cut off the form, and
VOTE! Voting ends on November 30th!

ARS Bylaws and Standing Rules are posted on the ARS web site – Members Only – left menu bar.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Form For Voting- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
PRINTED NAME: ________________________________________ Mail To:

Article XVI: Electronic voting by the membership Yes [ ] No [ ] American Rose Society
Article VIII: Electronic voting by the Board Yes [ ] No [ ] P.O. Box 30,000

SIGNATURE: __________________________________________ Shreveport, LA 71130-0030
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Deep South District
Photo Contest Was A Winner!

Diane Snyder, Consulting Rosarian

Another year has come and gone for the
DSD Photo Contest. We had a great year!!
This year we had 385 entries and 19 exhibitors.
Some of our exhibitors were new to the contest
and a few joined a rose society so that they
could participate in the contest. Our youngest
exhibitor was 9, so she has many years ahead to
exhibit her photos. We have lots of people
who take pictures, as evidenced by the folks
clicking away on the tour in Birmingham. I
encourage all of you all to participate next year
in the contest. Remember you can take pictures
of anyone’s roses, and there were lots of
beautiful ones on the tour.

The rose judges this year were Sandy
Dixon, Joanne Maxheimer, Alice Boyd, and
Jim Kelley. The photography judges were Bill
Mahan, Jacque Loomis, and Jennifer Snyder.
All of them were wonderful, and I would like
to thank them for all their hard work. The
competition was fierce this year, and there were
many rounds of voting to come to a final
decision.

Next year I plan to change some of the
classes and would love to hear from DSD
members about what they would like to see
included in the contest. Please email me at
roberthsnyder@msn.com with your
suggestions.

I would like to encourage more of you to
enter. I hope everyone enjoys the competition.
Thanks to everyone for your help.

Finalists
Class 1

First: Gemini, Anna Davis
Second: Double Delight, Al Whitcomb
Third: Suffolk, Bobbie Reed

Class 2
First: Dainty Bess, Al Whitcomb
Second: Gemini, Linda & Walter Reed
Third: Honey Dijon, Nancy Miller

Class 3
First: Circus, Louis Woods

Second: Heidesommer, Linda & Walter Reed
Third: Pure Poetry, Linda Bohne
Honorable: Hannah Gordon, Cindy Dale

Class 4
First: Poulsen’s Pearl, Anna Davis
Second: Sweet Dream, Karen Radde
Third: Easy Going, Bobbie Reed

Class 5
First: Mrs. Oakley Fisher, Nancy Miller
Second: Deidre Hall, Cindy Dale
Third: Caramella, Bobbie Reed

Class 6
First: Paul Ecke, Jr, Al Whitcomb
Second: Honey Sweet, Linda Bohne
Third: Abraham Darby, Toni Kimball
Honorable: Charlotte , Bobbie Reed

Class 7
First: Rosette Delizy, Al Whitcomb
Second: Papa Gontier, Bobbie Reed
Third: Communis, Louis Woods
Honorable: Harrison’s Yellow, Linda & Walter Reed

Class 8
First: Clair Matin, Bobbie Reed
Second: Night Owl, Al Whitcomb
Third: Fourth of July, Bobbie Reed
Honorable: Soaring Spirits, Karen Radde

Class 9
First: Autumn Splendor, Anna Davis
Second: Abby’s Angel, Willie Mae Burley
Third: Soroptimist International , Anna Davis

Class 10
First: Lipstick ‘n’ Lace, Al Whitcomb
Second: Figurine, Karen Radde
Third: Old Glory, Al Whitcomb

Class 11
First: Autumn Splendor, Bobbie Reed
Second: Neon Cowboy, Bobbie Reed
Third: Single’s Better, Bobbie Reed
Honorable: My Sunshine , Anna Davis

Class 12
First: Rocky Mountain High, Bobbie Reed
Second: Denver convention, Karen Radde
Third: Golden Queen, Bobbie Reed
Honorable: Apache Tears, Bobbie Reed

Class 13
First: Belle of the West, Bobbie Reed
Second: Trail Ridge Road, Bobbie Reed
Third: Spires in the Sky. Bobbie Reed
Honorable: Baby Doe Tabor. Bobbie Reed

Class 14
First: Frozen Stamens, Al Whitcomb
Second: Night Owl, Al Whitcomb
Third: Gemini, Linda & Walter Reed
Honorable: Wild Rose, Bobbie Reed

Class 15
First: Rosie Intoxicated by Jema, Anna Davis


