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ROSE CALENDAR

Mar 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Apr 12 Rose Day at Pike's Nurseries
Apr 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
May 10-11 GARS Rose Show, ABG
May 16-18 Deep South District Judges

School, Bainbridge
May 17-18 South Metro Rose Show,

Fayetteville
May 30-Jun 1 ARS Mini Nat'l Rose Show &

Convention, Oklahoma City, OK
June TBA GARS Picnic
June 26-30 ARS Spring Nat'l Convention

& Rose Show, Denver
July 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Aug 19 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Sep 16 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Oct 4-5 GGRS/Northeast Georgia RS Rose

Show, Bogan Park, Buford
Oct 4-5 Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 10-12 Deep South District Convention &

Rose Show, Birmingham, AL
Oct 21 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Nov 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 13 GARS Holiday Party

March In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – Occasional hard freezes in February
slowed the beginning of spring, but our gardens are
finally breaking out in renewed growth. By now
that bush of forsythia that's your neighborhood cue
for when to prune should have reached full bloom,
so if you haven't already, start pruning!
Water if you can – As predicted February was a
bit warmer than usual, with near normal rainfall.
But that still leaves us almost 3" short for the year,
40% behind for the last 14 months – well into the
extreme drought stage. March will be our wettest
month, but use your legal water sources to help
roses through dry spells and cold snaps. The
announced relaxations of watering restrictions do
not apply everywhere – make sure you follow the

rules for your county.
Feed – At the time you prune, you can put out
organic fertilizers like Mills Magic or Purely
Organic, or time-released fertilizers. If indicated by
a soil test (you did get one, didn't you?), you might
also add a cup or two of dolomitic lime. Scratch
them in well, and cover with mulch.
Spray – Begin spraying fungicides as soon as
growth begins after you've pruned. If you're like
me, there will already be fresh leaves on bushes by
the time you've finished pruning, so be ready to
start your spray regimen right away. Some folks
like to use lime-sulfur as part of a clean-up spray on
and around bushes after pruning.
Prune! – Ladies and gentlemen, start your pruners!
Even a late frost won't damage your roses too much
if you start now. Don't prune too harshly, but target
dead, diseased, or crossing canes, and those that
clutter up the center of your bush. Then cut back
the thinnest, twiggy growth, and shorten
moderately. With the drought, don't cut too much.
Mulch – You'll need to pull back your mulch while
you're pruning to look for suckers, so this is a good
time to refresh the mulch. Depending on your
preferences, you can remove any rose debris (canes,
leaves, dead flowers), fluff, and add enough to the
mulch that's already there to bring the mulch to a
depth of 3" or so. Or, if you're really fastidious,
you can remove all material down to the soil and
replace it with fresh mulch. Mulch helps to regulate
moisture and temperature in the soil, but it can also
harbor fungus spores and insects that will bedevil us
through the growing season; you'll have fewer
problems if you start with clean mulch.
Plant – It's time to plant roses, too. Bare root
(boxed or bagged) roses are still available in stores,
but you'll probably want to avoid those that have
leaves on them already, or disease. Meanwhile,
potted roses are also coming in. Aren't there
several more you've just gotta have? Give your
new babies a good hole, maybe 3' wide by 1.5'
deep, in a mixture of clay, sand, and organic
material, with lots of sun and good air circulation.
Enjoy – Keep a good supply of hot cocoa around, to
warm up between forays to the garden. Or maybe
that should be iced tea? While you're out there,
don't forget to listen to the birds singing, and enjoy
the fragrances of early spring, winter
honeysuckle, daphne, hyacinths, and
narcissus.
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How Does Our Garden Grow?
By Bobbie Reed, CR, & Kitsy Mostellar, MR

The American Rose Society maintains
gardens dedicated to the rose at society
headquarters in Shreveport, LA. Atlanta has had
its own garden there for 35 years, thanks to
donations from Greater Atlanta Rose Society
members in the early 1970s when the American
Rose Center was being developed. We were able
to use some of the proceeds from the 2000 ARS
convention to refurbish our garden a few years
ago. Given its prime location near the chapel and
the Klima Center, it has been a favorite location
for garden weddings and photography. Now
things are changing.

In 2006 ARS received notice of a bequest by
Dudley G. Watkins to build a reflecting pool as
part of the landscape surrounding Klima Center.
Tentative plans show the pool extending from the
back patio of the Klima Center and including the
area where the Atlanta garden is now located.
The Atlanta garden would be replaced at no
additional expense to GARS. Strong concerns
were expressed about the changes to the Atlanta
garden at the time the ARS board voted to accept
the bequest. Nonetheless, the board voted to
accept the funds, with the understanding that the
Atlanta garden would receive careful
consideration. The funds are now coming in
from the estate, and work on the reflecting pool is
expected to begin once the ARS Board revisits
the plans and determines the best course to

follow.
Atlanta has

been promised
input in the
redesign of a new
Atlanta garden in
an acceptable
location near the
reflecting pool. We
look forward to
seeing how the
landscaping around
the Atlanta garden
and the Klima
Center evolve.

The proposed
plan shows relative
locations of the
Klima Center,
reflecting pool, and
a potential site for
the Atlanta garden.

Yes, Virginia, There Will Be
A Pike's Rose Day

Atlanta area gardeners have waited with
bated breath to learn what will happen to Pike
Nurseries. For GARS members, we're even more
concerned, as we try to determine whether we
will have a Rose Day this spring. For now, the
answer is yes!

Pike has been in bankruptcy for several
months, and portions of the business were
recently auctioned. The remaining 15 retail
stores were purchased by Armstrong Garden
Centers, which plans to continue to operate them
under the Pike name.

Please plan to help staff these stores on Rose
Day, April 12. Stores to be covered are at
Acworth, Holcomb Bridge Rd (Alpharetta), State
Bridge Rd (Alpharetta), Buckhead area (Atlanta),
Lindbergh area (Atlanta), Toco Hills (Atlanta),
Cumming, Barrett Parkway (Marietta), Johnson
Ferry Rd (Marietta), Roswell Rd (Marietta),
Peachtree City, Highway 92 (Roswell), Suwanee,
Lawrenceville Highway (Tucker), and Towne
Lake Parkway (Woodstock). Contact Stan
Leacock at vistan2@peoplepc.com to sign up.


