
The Newsletter of the Greater Atlanta Rose Society

January 2008 Affiliated with the American Rose Society

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Calendar 2
Dues Reminder 2
Thanks 3
Bronze Medal 3
In The Rose Garden 4
Weather Word 4
Garden Tool Care 5
Cleaning Pruners 5
News From ARS 7
DSD Meeting 7
Winning Roses 2008 7
Rose Anatomy 9
New Years Resolutions 10
Winter Roses 10
Consulting Rosarians 11
Rose Resources 11
Officers & Information 12

From the President
First and foremost, Happy New Year to

everyone!! I hope everyone had a delightfully
merry and happy holiday season, and that our
members are now ready to move forward eagerly
with our 2008 rose year! I’m excited and
honored to have been chosen to lead our group,
and look forward to a great year filled with an
abundance of rose activities, a growing
membership, and, hopefully, more rain than last
year! My firm belief is that each member is a
membership chairman – if we just reach out and
touch one person – I’m confident our
membership will continue to grow.

Let me take this opportunity to
thank all of our members, and
especially our officers, Louise,
Henry, Stan and Nan, who made
2007 such a huge success! It is
YOU, the members, who make this
rose society flourish and succeed!
Keep up the good work and spread
the good word…….ROSES ARE
OUR FRIEND!

See you at the January meeting
and at the Southeastern Flower
Show!

Linda

January Meeting
Tuesday, Jan 15, 7:30pm, ABG
Roses and Gardens of Tuscany

It is January in Atlanta, we have just come out
from under a mass of polar air, had a warm up, and
here comes more winter weather. Change the
picture. For just a minute, imagine yourself in
Italy, in Tuscany, in spring, you are in a massive
garden and roses are blooming in abundance. Our
January speaker, Linda Jenkins, travels to
Tuscany often to photograph those very roses.
Come hear about her travels and see the marvelous
gardens that have thrilled her and will inspire you.

Linda Jenkins established the
international travel website Vacations-
Abroad.com in 2000. She provides wine
and garden tours to Italy and France.
Linda is the travel writer and
photographer for Buckhead Living
Magazine and Johns Creek Living
Magazine. Her articles have also appeared
in The Sunday Paper (Atlanta) and Johns
Creek Herald. She is on the Board of
Newtown Park in Johns Creek and also is
the Program Chair with the Atlanta
Symphony Designer Showcase House,
and is also a member of and writer for the
Georgia Perennial Plant Association.

New President Enjoys Hybridizing Roses
By Sharon Phillips, Consulting Rosarian

She came by it naturally. You see, her mother loved roses and raised a few at their Boynton Beach, Florida,
home where Linda Schuppener grew up. Then when Linda, GARS’ new 2008 president, moved to Atlanta in 1973,
she included roses in her landscape.

However, it wasn’t until 1999, when she joined GARS, that this rose thing took off. No, we mean took off!
Today Linda and husband Mark care for 250 roses, including those Linda has hybridized. She began hybridizing in
2001, ever searching for the right combination of fragrance and disease resistance. Linda was pleased to get on the
awards table with one of her babies at this fall’s Deep South District convention in Atlanta. She is also a member of
the Rose Hybridizers’ Association.

When Mark, a Wisconsin native, joined in the rose effort upon his marriage to Linda in 2002, he took over the
heavy work, preparing beds, planting and pruning— much to Linda’s delight.

When asked about her goals for the society in 2008, Linda said she will be looking for ways to encourage wider
membership participation, especially in preparing for the 2010 national ARS convention which GARS will host.

Linda, who has previously held the office of GARS’ vice president/membership chairman, is executive assistant to
the president of the Bowden Law Firm in Atlanta. She has two grown sons and a 13-year-old granddaughter whom
she has also introduced to the joy of roses.
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2008 – A YEAR OF ROSES

Jan 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Jan 18-20 Deep South District Midwinter

Meeting, Valdosta
30-Feb 3 Southeastern Flower Show, Georgia

World Congress Center, Atlanta
Feb 19 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Feb 23 Greater Gwinnett RS Rose Day at

Bogan Park, Buford
Feb 23 South Metro RS Pruning Demo,

Fayetteville
TBA GARS Pruning Day, 9a-12n,

Fernbank Rose Garden
Mar 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Apr 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
May 10-11 GARS Rose Show, ABG
May 16-18 Deep South District Judges

School, Bainbridge
May 17-18 South Metro Rose Show,

Fayetteville
May 30-Jun 1 ARS Mini Nat'l Rose Show &

Convention, Oklahoma City,
OK

June TBA GARS Picnic
June 26-30 ARS Spring Natl Convention &

Rose Show, Denver
July 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Aug 19 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Sep 16 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Oct 4-5 GGRS/NortheastGeorgia RS Rose

Show, Bogan Park, Buford
Oct 4-5 Augusta Rose Society Rose Show,

Augusta
Oct 10-12 Deep South District Convention &

Rose Show, Birmingham, AL
Oct TBA Middle GA Rose Show at Georgia

National Fair
Oct 21 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Nov 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 13 GARS Holiday Party

'Tis The Season
To Pay Our Dues

As a convenience for our members this year,
we have mailed a dues notice to remind you that
GARS dues are due on January 1. After the busy
holidays, it’s easy to forget some of those first of
year dues. We hope that receiving a reminder
will encourage everyone to pay his or her dues
promptly. You definitely will want to continue to
receive our A+ monthly newsletter and enjoy the
benefits of membership!

To encourage you to pay your dues during
January, we've discounted them for the month.
That's right, we've cut $5 from the annual rate to
inspire your prompt payment. So, our regular
membership dues will be $20 ($15 for over-
65ers) until January 31. Pay promptly and
receive the $5 discount on your membership for
the year. It’s a deal! Effective February 1, dues
are $25 ($20 for over-65ers), and unfortunately
receipt of your newsletter will cease if payment
has not been received. More folks joining in
January means we can put together our 2008
Membership Directory sooner.

This promises to be a great year for GARS!
I’m delighted to be a part of this organization.
We celebrated 50 years – imagine that – 50 years
- of existence solely dedicated to promoting the
rose and rose gardening! Let’s continue our
celebration in 2008. With heartfelt thanks, we
look forward to each and every one of you being
a part of GARS this coming year!

Linda Krontz Schuppener
President, Greater Atlanta Rose Society

Linda Schuppener with a rose she hybridized.
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2008 GARS officers Nan Frost, Jesse Usleton, Chris Woods,
Linda Schuppener, and Victoria Fleming were introduced by
Louise Stafford at the December party.

Thanks Are Due For 2007
Thanks to all the many people who made

our society successful last year!
Thanks to all the officers, Louise Stafford,

Henry Everett, Linda Schuppener, Nan Frost,
and Stan Leacock, who served through a
challenging year.

Thanks to all the volunteers who
contributed to our activities: Alice Boyd, Paul
Gale, Tim Harper, Kitsy Mostellar, Michael
Rooks, all the rose show hands, and again, to
Louise Stafford, who valiantly led us in staging
the DSD Convention. Truly, we couldn't do it
without you!

Thanks to Sharon Phillips, who picked up
the newsletter in mid-year, when Bobbie
needed to step aside. Great job! Thanks also to
all those (named and nameless) who
contributed articles.

On a personal note, thanks to all the good
friends and rosy acquaintances who have
provided support to me and other members in
difficult times.

And last but never least, thanks to Shirley
and Mose McCall, who once again hosted our
holiday party. Your warm hospitality and
exciting décor are unforgettable!

Bronze Medal Awarded
President Louise

Stafford presented the
2007 American Rose
Society Bronze Honor
Medal for outstanding
service to the Greater
Atlanta Rose Society to
Victoria Fleming at the
December holiday party.

Victoria has been a valued member of
GARS for many years. She has served as an
officer – she was our president in 2005 – and as
a frequent volunteer. What many of us haven't
realized are her other efforts – she has been a
regular volunteer with the Robert Staton Rose
Garden at Fernbank, works at the Atlanta
Botanical Garden, and serves as a DeKalb
County Master Gardener. She has frequently
helped to coordinate our activities with these
other organizations – so the next time you
attend a meeting or rose show at ABG, walk in
the ABG rose garden, or work at Pruning Day
at Fernbank, remember to thank Victoria!

Victoria Fleming receives the ARS Bronze Honor Medal from
Louise Stafford at the December party.

Matt Brown, a past member of GARS, passed
away on December 17, 2007. His daughter, Carol,
says there will be a memorial service later, perhaps
in February. For more information, contact Kitsy
Mostellar.
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January In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – Look at patterns of sun and shade in
your yard, and consider where you can put
those new roses you want to order. Where
roses didn't survive the drought, see if you can
determine what other stresses contributed to
their demise (soil pH, sun, disease, etc).
Water – Roses need water! Especially to help
them get through the cold of winter. Our
drought continues, but December was the first
month all year when we bested the average
rainfall. We finished the year 20" (40%) short
of rain for the year, just shy of breaking the all-
time record for Atlanta's driest year. Weather
experts now tell us that we may have closer-to-
normal rainfall through the winter, but that
won't be enough to refill Lake Lanier. Expect
watering bans to continue through spring and
summer, so look for creative (and legal) ways
to provide water for your roses.
Don't Feed – No more feeding until spring!
Spray – In theory, you should continue
spraying fungicides as long as there are leaves
on your bushes, and I certainly have leaves on
mine. However, I get busy with non-garden
activities this time of year and fall behind.
Many rosarians like to use a lime-sulfur spray
this time of year, usually in combination with
horticultural oil like Sunspray or Volck, to
clean up fungi and insects that may be
overwintering on rose bushes. If you use lime-
sulfur, spray on a day when the temperature
will remain above freezing overnight. Cover
your nose, too – this stuff is really stinky!
Cut Back – If you haven't already done so,
trim the tops of large bushes to about chest
high, to prevent the bush from whipping about
in high winds, which can loosen your bush's
roots in the soil. But don't prune yet, no matter
how nice the weather is – this would only
encourage soft new growth that would be
harmed by later freezes. Reserve hard pruning
for late February or early March, when the
forsythia is in full bloom in your neighborhood.

Mulch – If you haven't already, add mulch
around your roses to protect them from
temperature extremes. Mound extra mulch
around the bud union of grafted roses, or build
a cage around the bush to hold even more
mulch. As always, temperatures this winter
have been quite variable – December ranged
from 77° to 21° in our area, all within a week.
This means our roses have problems reaching
full dormancy, and will therefore be more
likely to suffer freeze damage.
Work on Dirt– If the ground isn't frozen, start
preparing new beds for late winter planting.
Have the soil tested in rose beds if you haven't
done it in the last year, and add lime if needed.
Enjoy – This is a great time of year to curl up
with all those wonderful catalogs that arrive in
your mailbox, to see what's new and what you
can't live without.

Weather Word
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

We have had some cold weather recently,
but it really was not unusually cold for
December. With the very warm weather earlier
in the month, December will end up warmer
than normal, so the warmer-than-usual winter
outlook is still on track. We finally got some
rain, but as of this writing (Dec 21), we are still
on track for 2007 to be the driest year on
record. Remember to give your roses some
occasional water if January turns out to be very
dry.

Jan 15 Avg High Avg Low Avg Rain
Atlanta 50 32 4.75
Alpharetta 49 27 5.23
Athens 52 32 4.60
Blairsville 47 23 5.15
Columbus 56 35 4.59
Helen 50 28 6.21
Macon 57 34 4.56
Rome 50 27 5.26
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Garden Tool Care
By Bruce Gillett, M.D., Consulting Rosarian

Gardeners often neglect and occasionally
lose their garden tools. Garden tool
maintenance during and at the end of the
gardening season is beneficial for your plants
and your budget. Sharp, clean tools also help
prevent some plant diseases.

Keep garden tools clean, dry, sharp, and
lubricated, and hang them on pegboard in a
covered structure. Label the space for each
tool; an empty space will let you know that you
may have left that tool in your garden.

After using a shovel, hoe, spade, trowel,
fork, or rake, hose the soil off with water, then
dry with a towel or let the tools dry in the sun.
If the metal parts are crusted with soil, use a
wire brush or steel wool to remove crusted soil,
then hose off and dry. After a tool is dry,
prevent rust by lightly coating the tool with a
protective lubricant. Non-polluting and
biodegradable lubricants are available. A
“cleansing bucket” also works well for shovels,
trowels, spades, forks, and hoes. Make a
“cleansing bucket” by filling a five-gallon
bucket with sand and stir in one quart of motor
oil. Push and pull the tool up and down to
clean and lubricate. Tools can also be stored in
these buckets during the winter. At the end of
each garden season clean the wood parts of
each tool, then sand with fine sandpaper, and
coat the wood with linseed oil.

Sharpen shovels, hoes, spades, and
lawnmower and tiller blades with a mill file or
a rotary grinding attachment. Depending upon
the frequency of use and type of soil,
sharpening may be needed several times a year,
but certainly before putting the tools up each
winter. Wear safety glasses and gloves.
Secure the tool in a vise. Maintain the same
angle as the original bevel. Push the mill file
away from you and stroke in one direction until
the edge of the tool being sharpened is shiny.
Coat the sharpened edge with a lubricant.
Pruners and other shears need to be

disassembled before sharpening. Secure the
tool blade in a vise. Use a whetstone, a mill
file or a grinding attachment. Keep the original
bevel and lubricate after sharpening.

Electric hedge trimmer blades should be
lubricated periodically during the season and
again after they are clean and dry at the end of
the season.

End of season lawnmower and tiller
maintenance will assure many years of use.
Disconnect the spark plug wire. Clean, sharpen
and lubricate the blades as previously
described. Tighten loose bolts. Drain the
gasoline and oil, and discard them according to
environmental codes. Refill with new oil.
Remove and replace the air filter. Remove the
spark plug and add about ½ ounce of engine oil
into the spark plug cylinder, then replace the
spark plug. Slowly pull the starting cord to
distribute oil within the engine.

When quality garden tools are maintained
and stored properly, gardening is easier and
more enjoyable. The tools can become
heirlooms.

Cleaning Pruners:
One Rosarian’s Perspective

By Cass Bernstein

The motivation to disinfect my pruners
arrived late one winter with a pathogen
traveling down rose canes a foot beyond each
pruning cut. Research yielded advice from Dr.
Linda Chalker-Scott of the Washington State
University Research and Extension Center.
She recommends disinfecting pruners for
dealing with viruses, a vascular fungus or
bacteria, a canker or an irreplaceable plant.
She suggests choosing a disinfectant treatment
already shown to be effective. This does NOT
include alcohol, which does not kill important
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garden pathogens.
An effective program reduces the levels of

contagion by cleaning, removing, and
destroying to a practical degree those agents
injurious to the health of the rose bush. To be
effective, disinfectants must come into contact
with the full cutting blades of the pruners. The
blade must start out clean for the disinfectant to
reach the pathogens. The most appealing
products clean and disinfect in one step.
Quaternary ammonium chlorides, or Quats, are
widely used in hospitals, labs, and beauty
salons for such purposes. Quats are the active
ingredients in all the products I list.

Each disinfectant requires that (1) the tool
must be cleaned first, and (2) the disinfectant
must remain in contact with the pruners for ten
minutes.

Warning
Product Label Price

Clorox Disinfecting Floor & Surface Cleaner
Warning $3.00/32 oz

Easy to buy; no PPE (personal protection
equipment) needed; does not contain both
Quats in Physan 20; discolors pruners

Lysol All Purpose 3-in-1 Cleaner
Warning $4.50/40 oz

Easy to buy; no PPE needed; can be used full
strength; does not contain both Quats in
Physan 20.

Physan 20 Danger $8.55/16 oz (plus S & H)
Mail order; discolors metal tools; requires PPE
for mixing; good price; fungicide, viricide, and
bactericide labeled for pruning tools.

SaniZide Plus Caution $7.15/32 oz
Pump spray; ready-to-use (RTU); contains the
same Quats as Physan 20; NOT intended as
dip.

My Personal Choices
For reasons of convenience, safety, and

overall cost, I follow Dr. Chalker-Scott’s
recommendation. I use a household cleaner,
Lysol All Purpose 3-in-1 Cleaner. Why?

I can buy it at the grocery store. If
necessary, Lysol can be used full strength or

diluted, allowing me to approximate the
concentration of Quats in the product labeled
for pruning tools. I do not need Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) to open the
container and mix the solution. I can easily
adjust quantities to the two or three cups I need
daily by diluting at the rate of 1 part Lysol to
10 parts water. Finally, Lysol does not discolor
my pruners if I soak only 10 minutes. Clorox
Disinfecting Floor and Surface Cleaner is an
excellent alternative with better scent, but it
discolors my pruners more.

BUT – If I suspect that I am dealing with a
serious plant pathogen, I will use the labeled
product, Physan 20.

In the Garden
I start the day with three sets of clean

pruners, so sanitizing will not slow pruning to a
crawl. I carry a container of freshly mixed
disinfectant (a quart plastic food container with
an X cut through the top) for soaking my
pruners between plants. If a troubling pathogen
is present on canes, I can dip between pruning
cuts. Build-up on the pruners turns black,
indicating the blades must be wiped. At the
end of the day, I clean my pruners in a three
step process. I wash them with kitchen
detergent and a kitchen pad. I dip them in fresh
disinfectant for at least ten minutes. Last, I
flame the cutting edge briefly to dry the blade.
I do not flame the blade for long, as it deforms
the metal.

A Final Word
Because each of us has the obligation to use

powerful chemicals responsibly, I never flush
disinfectant into my septic system. Carelessly
discarded anti-microbials contribute to the
development of resistance through adaptation
by pathogens. Extra solution can be used to
clean birdbaths, other tools, or lawn furniture.
The remainder is poured on a dry concrete
sidewalk or macadam to evaporate.
Cass Bernstein is a volunteer administrator of
Helpmefind.com/roses, as well as a member of the ARS, the
Heritage Rose Foundation, and Gold Coast Heritage Rose
Society. Questions can be addressed to
cbernstein@earthlink.net.


