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President’s Note
The Mid-Winter DSD meeting

and Southeastern Flower Show
activities kept me busy in January,
with no time to write. What a lovely
way to spend some cold days of
winter!

Mark and I have just returned (a few moments
ago, as a matter of fact) from volunteering at our
booth at the Southeastern Flower Show. It was
exciting to see all the people buzzing around
looking at plants and landscape possibilities. The
Flower Show definitely signals that spring is right
around the corner! If you have never volunteered to
do a shift at the Show, please do so next year. You
won’t be disappointed! Besides getting a free pass
into the Show, it is exhilarating to be able to talk
about roses to anyone and everyone who comes to
the table. What better way to spend 3 hours -–
talking about our favorite flower -- and we are
helping people learn more about roses in the
process!

“When do I prune my roses?” was the most
frequently asked question by those who stopped by
our table at the Flower Show. Of course, I was
happy to tell them, and personally invited a good
number of folks to come to Fernbank for our annual
rose pruning on March 1. This event will be the
true beginning of spring – and spring fever – you
don’t want to miss it! I guarantee that after you
leave Fernbank that day, you will rush home and be
enthused about pruning your own bushes! It’s a fun
event, and I hope to see all the members come out
and help Connie get this vast number of bushes
pruned and ready for the spring bloom.

We have some excellent speakers and programs
coming up at our meetings, ones that I know you
will enjoy. I’m optimistic that we will see a more

active membership turnout
for our meetings this year.
More than 52 people put
down their e-mail
addresses on our sign-up
sheet at the Flower Show
wanting more information
about roses and rose

society activities. I will be e-mailing each one and
inviting them to our meetings. I encourage each of
you to be at the meetings to make our invited guests
feel welcome! Increasing the membership roll of
GARS and ARS remains an important mission for
me. You may not realize it, but our enthusiasm
over roses and rose growing is highly contagious,
and visitors will not be able to help themselves
from being drawn into our group!

See you at the February meeting on the 19th.
Linda Schuppener

February Meeting
Tuesday, Feb 19, 7:30pm, ABG

OK, it's cold! And wet! And the catalogs have
pretty pictures to pore over with a cup of tea in
front of a nice fire. Dreaming of masses of huge
beautiful blooms sure is fun. But if you don't get
off your [this word deleted] and get out there and
work on your soil, then all of your efforts will be in
vain. For roses sure seem to do better in great soil.
Ah, but what makes great soil you ask? A
wonderful question! And I am not going to answer
you now. Instead I want you to come to the
meeting on Tuesday, February 19, at 7:30 pm when
Organic Plant Healthcare will be presenting on how
to work with your soil now to give your roses a

head start. Chris Woods

The Phoenix Is Recognized Again!

On behalf of Connie Vierbicky, Chair of the
Newsletter/Bulletin Contest and myself, we would
like to congratulate you on winning the Honorable
Mention Division B Award for your bulletin, The
Phoenix. The committee found your bulletin to be
among the top in the
nation, something to be
proud of. Please keep up
the great work!

Ste ve Jon es,
ARS President
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Group Mills Purchase
By Carroll Olson, Consulting Rosarian

If there is sufficient demand, Beaty
Fertilizer of Cleveland, TN, will deliver orders
for Mills Magic Mix and other fertilizer
products at Pruning Day, Saturday, March 1, at
the Fernbank Museum of Natural History, 767
Clifton Road, Atlanta, 9am to 12n. If you wish
to buy any products please contact me at 404-
633-9921 or coolson@bellsouth.net. Orders
must be received no later than February 27.
The prices are as follows:

Mills Magic Mix, 20-lb bag $14.00
Mills Rose Mix II, 40-lb bag 28.00
Easyfeed (Liquid), ½ gallon 14.00
Easyfeed (Liquid), 1 gallon 27.00
Easyfeed (Liquid), 2½ gallon 58.00
BloomKote, 20-lb container 45.00
BloomKote, 40-lb container 77.00
Rose Starter Fertilizer, 20-lb bag 10.00
Rose Starter Fertilizer, 40-lb bag 18.00
Special Show Rose Concentrate, ½ lb 10.00
Special Show Rose Concentrate, 1 lb 17.00
Special Show Rose Concentrate, 5 lb 75.00
Cottonseed Meal, 50 lbs 13.00
Alfalfa Meal, 50 lbs 14.00
Bone Meal, 50 lbs 21.00
Pasturized Chicken Litter, 40 lbs. 9.00
Fish Meal 35.00
Fish Emulsion, 1 gallon 11.00
Seacide, 1 quart 8.00
Seacide, 1 gallon 28.00

Orders can be picked up in the parking lot.
Please have a check payable to GARS ready to
cover your order. If you cannot be available to
pick up your order but wish to make a
purchase, send me your order along with a
check, and I will pick it up for you. Mail
payments to 1646 Princess Circle, Atlanta, GA
30345.

New Mills Rose Products
Beaty Fertilizer Company is introducing the
following new products this year.
Mills Rose Mix II – Beaty plans to introduce a
new product with additional biological
ingredients to enhance the effectiveness of the

original Mills Magic Mix. The new product is
currently undergoing testing and they hope to
have it on the market in February 2008. It will
be available only in 40-pound bags.
Rose Starter Fertilizer – This is the first
product for roses using the Avail technology to
become commercially available. For years, soil
scientists have known that only a very small
percentage of soil phosphorus, an essential
plant nutrient, is available for plant uptake.
Avail solves this problem. Phosphorus treated
with Avail allows for up to 80% of the applied
phosphorus to be available for plant uptake.
Apply 1 cup around the drip line on established
large roses, and ¼ cup for minis and when
planting new roses.
Special Show Rose Concentrate – Over 4
years have gone into development of this
special blend of fish, seaweed and other
materials by Roy Guthrie. This product is
applied as a foliar spray (no more than one
teaspoon per gallon of water) three to four
weeks before the show date. It is also an
excellent starter fertilizer for annuals,
perennials, and vegetable plants.
Seacide – Seacide is a unique blend of refined
menhaden oil, cottonseed oil, and an organic
emulsifier, developed to combat a variety of
target pests including mites, aphids, whitefly,
and to suppress fungal diseases including black
spot and powdery mildew. It is a natural
organic alternative to chemical insecticides and
fungicides, is less toxic to plants than
petroleum-based oils, and is compatible with
most fertilizers. This product is applied as a
foliar spray (about two tablespoons per gallon
of water) every two to three weeks.
Pasteurized Chicken Litter – Beaty now has
available a granulated, pasteurized chicken
litter which is easy to use. The analysis on this
product is 4-2-3.

Please let me know if you wish to order any
of these new products. If you would like more
product information contact Beaty Fertilizer
Company at info@millmix.com or 1-800-845-
2325.
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Rose Restoration
A Practical Pruning Guide

By Dr.Tommy Cairns,MasterRosarian

Likeall fruit trees of the
Rosaceaefamily, roses require an
annual pruning to re-invigorate
the plant before it producesa
new harvest of blooms in the
spring. The job is bestperformed
afterthe chance of frost has
disappeared from the calendar.

To ignore the pruning process will allow the
plant to enlarge in size, but some new stems,
being so thin and weak, will be unable to
support the flowers. The result is a bigger bush
thatspreads along the ground. Moreover, the
previous year's foliage can be a sourceof fungal
infections from spores that survived the winter.
Hence, roses require an annual cut back to
ensure attractive and productive plants year
after year. This article is primarilyconcerned
withpruning outdoor roses.

The Process
Of all gardening practices,pruning seems to

create a senseof uneasiness because of a lack of
appropriate logic and understanding. The art
and technique of rose pruning is not a mystery.
It is remembering to apply a few basic
principles derived from practical experiences
gathered over hundreds of years. Pruning
know-how provides an annual opportunity for
the gardener to correct, adjust, and modify the
growthpatterns to increase flower production and
influence the plant architecture. Historically,
emphasis has been misplaced in that not
performing the right steps will result in failure.
Failure to follow the directions carefully will
only translate into an awkward overall bush
shape. However, the rose bush will still
perform in the spring. Following the basic logic
of why certain functions are performed can be a
mechanism to mastering the technique. The
advice offered here has been directed towards
pruning rose bushes in temperate climates that
are least one year old.

While some measure of education can be
gained from reading books and attending public

pruning demonstrations, it is the practical
aspects that will ultimately teach the finer
points of rose pruning. Experimentation will
offer guidance in which varieties canbe pruned
hard (canes of 2-3 feet or less) and which ones
lightly (canes of 4 feet). This basic
understanding of rose varieties and their
characteristics will enhance the enjoyment of
rose growing, bringing a degree of satisfaction
and pride. Approaching rose pruning like an
artist can result in creating the optimum bush
shape.

In warm climatezones, roses rarely experience
theextended freezing conditions of winter that
occur in temperate or cold climates. Rose
growers in these warm climate zones are more
preoccupied with the principles ofcorrect pruning
and dormancy. Practice in regulating the shape
can enhance the landscape ambiance of the rose
garden, ensuring a vigorous first bloom that
makes the effort all worthwhile. Pruning, if
approached logically,can encourage new basal
growth from the bud union – usually regarded as
strongevidence of good health.

Removal of old woodand damaged or
diseasedparts canallow a recuperative process
to take place for increased growth. This
removal of branches and sometimes old canes
servesas a form of dormancy in warm climates
since it cannotbe achieved naturally. It is a
healthy habit to allow rose bushes a period of
non-production. Pruning does permit a time
period where the plant processes are slowed
down and then redirected to produce that first
magnificent spring bloom.

Equipment
Above allelse, investment in a pair of high

quality pruning shears is mandatory. One
manufacturerevenhas a special handgrip
designedfor left-handed people, swivel handles,
and a model with removable blades for
maintenance. Forminiature roses, there are
smaller versions of these pruning shears,
which rely on a smaller straight-edged blade.
A pruning saw willallow access for flush
removalof largewoody canes at thebud union.
Attempts to use pruning shears for these jobs
usually results in damage to the bud union. It


