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From the President
April showers bring May

flowers – how about May roses! As
I write this little note, the Lord
showered 1¼" of rain down on my
rose garden! How grateful I am,
especially since the rose show is

only 6 weeks away. The bushes are going to
have to grow pretty fast to have blooms by then!

We have a busy, fun-filled month or two
ahead of us at GARS. Pike’s Rose Day is
approaching – April 12 – and we still need some
volunteers to cover the balance of the 15 stores
we promised to cover. Please sign up if you
haven’t already done so. We need you! Then,
our big event for the year is coming up on May
10-11. We desperately need volunteers for our
“Once Upon A Rose” fairy tale rose show. Help
– please sign up! There are big tasks and small
tasks available. And it’s a ton of fun weekend!
Join in! Contact Chris at the address below.

As I reported in last month’s newsletter, there
continues to be a good deal of damaged canes on
my bushes. I am hoping that the severe pruning
will prove to be beneficial. It’s a painful process,
but necessary. Hope your bushes fared
better throughout the winter!

I look forward to seeing
everyone at the April 15 meeting! Until
then, happy “rosing” in your gardens!

Linda Krontz Schuppener

April Meeting
Tuesday, Apr 15, 7:30pm, ABG
In The Workshop (Downstairs)

OK, by now we have planted, pruned,
fertilized (with an appropriate breakfast for
roses), started spraying, and thanks to Mother
Nature, even watered. Our roses are off to a
fantastic start! The Rose Show is next month and
we have prepared ourselves so we will have great
entries. But there is more! While growing great
roses is most of the effort toward getting a
trophy, there is a little more that can be done to
bring out the best in any bloom. Come to the
April meeting and learn about the last piece,
grooming your entries for the show. Attractive
foliage and bloom presentation is what separates
the winners, and this applies to those who are
entering any of the classes. We have three great
show winners lined up to conduct hands-on
workshops on grooming your Hybrid Teas,
Grandifloras, and Floribundas, your OGRs and
your Modern Shrubs, plus a Mini Grooming
specialist. Bring some sample blooms if you
have them and your kit. We will have supplies
for those who need them, too, so by the time the

show happens, you will be ready.
Also be sure to register and get a

schedule and a few entry forms, so the
work you have to do on show morning is
kept to a minimum.

Chris Woods
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Rose Show Update – "Once Upon a Rose"
A fairy tale horticultural extravaganza! If your calendar is not marked yet,
1. Shame on you, and,
2. Do it now! May 10th and 11th, at the Atlanta Botanical Garden.

Entries accepted 6:30 to 9:30. Show schedule should be on the website by the time you are
reading this. Get your roses ready to win! Plan your arrangements! Gather your supplies!
Also, look carefully at the classes for the trophies open only to Deep South and GARS
members. There are many, many, many ways to win. One I especially want to point out is
the Youth Division, which is back this year. Encourage your children and grandchildren
who have a plant or two of their own to bring it and enter. It can start a lifetime hobby.

And don't forget to tell or bring your family, friends, and neighbors to the show to see
the most spectacular roses. It is open to the public Saturday afternoon and Sunday, May
10-11. For more information, contact Chris Woods at 770-309-6302, or
cewoods@us.ibm.com. The show schedule is available on-line at www.atlantarose.org.
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Rose Calendar
Apr 12 Rose Day at Pike Nurseries, 9-1
Apr 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Apr 27 Planning meeting for 2010 ARS

convention, 2pm at home of
Henry Everett & Jesse Usleton

May 10-11 GARS Rose Show, ABG
May 16-18 Deep South District Judges

School, Bainbridge
May 17-18 South Metro Rose Show,

Fayetteville
May 30-Jun 1 ARS Mini Nat'l Rose Show &

Convention, Oklahoma City, OK
June TBA GARS Picnic
June 26-30 ARS Spring Natl Convention &

Rose Show, Denver
July 15 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Aug 19 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Sep 16 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Oct 4-5 GGRS/Northeast Georgia RS Rose

Show, Bogan Park, Buford
Oct 4-5 Augusta Rose Society Rose Show,

Augusta
Oct 10-12 Deep South District Convention &

Rose Show, Birmingham, AL
Oct 21 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Nov 18 GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 13 GARS Holiday Party

April In The Rose Garden
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – Look around – it's time to admire the
first rose blooms of the year. In our garden, the
winner of the First Bloom award goes to Safrano,
an old tea rose growing by a sunny patio, which
produced a couple of tiny, shriveled blooms
during the downpour on
March 28. The Lady Banks
roses in our area weren't far
behind. March temperatures
ranged from 26º to 76º, with
anything but a gradual

warming trend! Fruit trees and other harbingers
of spring bloomed later than expected, and the
yellow cloud of pollen is fast approaching. Soil
temperatures are cooler than they have been in
recent years, too. I would have sworn those last
flurries were actually Bradford pear blooms, but
no. We could still have (oh, I hope not!) another
freeze – the "last freeze" occurred in early April
at least 3 times in the last 15 years. Aphids were
active in our garden early in March, but later all I
saw were some fat-looking ladybugs.
Water If You Can – March seemed wonderfully
wet, after months of drought. But March is
supposed to be our wettest month, and we were
still 20% short, continuing our deficit for the
year. On the other hand, we had enough rain that
our drought status was lowered to "extreme,"
rather than "exceptional". Some statewide water
restrictions have been eased, but current rules
vary by county [see www.georgiawaterrules.com for
your area's rules]. Even a complete ban doesn't
mean you can't water – you just have to be
creative. Use your rain barrels or gray water to
give your roses a treat – they need it, when
they're bursting into spring growth.
Feed – Now it's time to feed the roses to give
them energy for that spring growth. You can use
a fast-release-nitrogen fertilizer in addition to any
organics that you like, to feed both plants and
soil. This time of year, feed early and often –
your babies are hungry! But don't feed when the
roots are dry, and consider feeding less, or strictly
slow-release, if you can't water.
Spray – As I pruned throughout March, I saw
some powdery mildew and blackspot on my
bushes. That means it's past time to use
fungicides to keep those diseases under control,
so start your regular spray regimen. Put it on the
calendar, and continue to spray every 7 days with
a mixture of systemic (BannerMaxx, Compass,
Funginex) and contact fungicides (Pentathlon,
Daconil). BannerMaxx allows a longer interval,

14 days, but with lots of new growth and
frequent rains, you may need to spray
more frequently to protect those tender
new leaves). If powdery mildew is your
problem, use Immunox or Eagle or
Systhane to help fight it. [More information
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on spray formulations appears on page 10.] For those
who want to avoid the chemical arsenal, observe
which varieties are more prone to disease, and
decide if some should be moved, or replaced with
healthier varieties.
Keep Pruning – We've finished our major
pruning, but there's more to do. As you walk
around in the garden, watch for places where
three buds are trying to grow from a single point
on a cane, and brush off two of them with your
thumb – it's much easier now than it will be later,
and if you let all three grow, none of them will
grow as well. Also, keep an eye on the direction
of new growth – if a new stem is heading for the
center of the plant, cut it out now, before the bush
invests much energy in growing something that
will inhibit airflow through the bush. As buds
appear on your bushes, remember to disbud –
pinch out side-buds on a hybrid tea, or the center
bud of any spray, to get the most from your
flowers. This is a necessity for exhibitors, but
helps all gardeners have more beautiful blooms.
Mulch – As you begin to fertilize, check on your
mulch. This is a good time to refresh or replace
mulch, as needed. Mulching now will help your
plant conserve moisture and protect it from the
hot summer days ahead. Use an organic mulch,
like wood chips, and you'll feed your roses at the
same time.
Plant – The potted plants are coming into
nurseries, many of them in bloom. If you're
tempted to buy (and who isn't?), get your new
babies off to a good start in a great hole. And
don't forget to water after they're planted.
Learn – My roses are always trying to teach me
something. This year, I've been dealing with too
many roses that died from the immediate stress of
the drought, or from winter stress worsened by
the aftereffects of a difficult spring, summer, and
fall. Meanwhile, I've learned again while pruning
that the overly thick growth in the center of the
plant is conducive to powdery mildew, even
when the rest of the garden is clean. Oh yes, and
I learned that waiting too late to start spraying
lets fungi get out of control. What a surprise!
Enjoy – We can enjoy sweet tea this month, and
savor those warm, sunny, pollen-filled days of
spring. Isn't it wonderful to be in the garden?

Drought continues
across much of Georgia

Intensity:
D0 Abnormally Dry
D1 Drought - Moderate
D2 Drought - Severe
D3 Drought - Extreme
D4 Drought - Exceptional

Weather Word
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

Hooray! Finally we have been getting
some beneficial rainfall, with a few flurries
thrown in for good measure. But will it
continue? The National Weather Service
forecast for April seems to be saying yes.
Precipitation is expected to be near normal to
perhaps even slightly above normal, with above
normal temperatures.

Although a normal amount of rain in April
won't end the drought, it will make things a lot
easier in the garden. If we can string 3 or 4
months in a row of normal to above-normal
rainfall, that will make a big difference. A
tropical storm or two wouldn't hurt either, but I
am getting ahead of myself.

Apr 15 Avg High Avg Low Avg Rain
Atlanta 73 50 4.26
Alpharetta 72 44 4.61
Athens 73 50 3.99
Blairsville 68 41 4.71
Columbus 77 52 4.30
Helen 72 43 5.40
Macon 78 51 3.46
Rome 73 46 5.14
Savannah 78 55 3.03
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Showing Roses For Newbies
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

I'll admit I didn't always love rose shows.
But one day I tried entering a few roses,
discovered I could win a ribbon, and I was
hooked. You can be too! But start easy. We
always have a Novice class for folks who've
never won a blue ribbon – start there, and enter
roses in a few other classes as well.

Here's an interesting idea. One of the
trophies being offered this year (Section A
Class 6) is the Bill Baker Memorial
Trophy, which calls for "Three (3) specimens,
all different varieties, that have been All-
America Rose Selections winners from 1940
through the current year's introductions, one-
bloom-per-stem, no side buds, at “Queen-of -
Show” stage, in separate containers and
separately tagged." I'll be the first to admit
that sounds daunting. But really, this one isn't
bad! Why?

First, entries in Section A are mostly
limited to GARS members. That means you
don't have to compete against the hard-core
exhibitors from points south or east who
sometimes grace our show. And the most
serious exhibitors are shooting for Queen of
Show, leaving few entries in these classes.

Second, these aren't some obscure roses
that only the pros grow – these are rose
varieties you probably have in your garden,
even if you've only been growing roses a short
time. What are they? All-America Rose
Selections (AARS) winners are roses that were
tested in gardens across the country for health,
vigor, and floriferousness, and include roses
that are widely loved. You know them, hybrid
teas and grandifloras like Chrysler Imperial,
Double Delight, Gemini, Mister Lincoln,
Olympiad, Peace, Queen Elizabeth, Secret,
Tiffany, Tropicana; climbers like America,
Fourth of July, Golden Showers; floribundas
like Angel Face, Betty Boop, Europeana, Hot
Cocoa, Livin' Easy, Scentimental, Showbiz, Sun
Flare; and shrubs like Bonica and Knock Out.
You can check the complete list at

www.rose.org, or in the ARS Official List of
Approved Exhibition Names. AARS roses
are also identified in the ARS Handbook for
Selecting Roses.

And the rest of that stuff? An entry consists
of three roses, each in a separate vase, each
with its own entry tag. You'll want to make
sure each has been properly groomed (learn
how at the April GARS meeting), that any side-
stems have been removed, and that the rose is
about ½ to ¾ open, with a tight spiral center.

Win it, and you'll have an impressive silver
punchbowl and tray to flaunt for a year!

Learn More About Showing Roses
At The

Deep South District Judges School
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

OK, you've been to the show, you may even
have entered a few roses, and you're still
confused. Just what are those judges looking for
– all the roses were beautiful, why did some get
blue ribbons, some get yellow, and some get
nothing? What made that one rose worthy of
Queen of Show, or Best in Show? And what
about the arrangements? How do I explain the
different roses and different classes and different
awards to the public, to the neighbor who went
with me, or to my dubious/impatient spouse?

One quick way to learn more is to volunteer
as a clerk at the show – you'll be working with
the judges, and may have a chance to eavesdrop
on their conversations as they rate the roses.

You can also talk to the judges after they've
finished judging, maybe at the judges' luncheon.

But if you really want to learn what the
judges are thinking, about how they look at a
rose, and how to make your roses look better to
them, you should go to the Deep South District
Judges School. This year, it's at Bainbridge, GA,
on May 16-18. Anyone can attend, you don't
have to be a judge, or intend to become one.
Besides, the school includes a buffet dinner at
Oline Reynolds' fabulous garden.

For registration information, see
www.deepsouthdistrict.org/judges_school_2008,
or contact Montine Herring at 229-872-3316.


