
The Newsletter of the Greater Atlanta Rose Society
Affiliated with the American Rose Society

May 2007

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Calendar 2
Weather Word 2
Drought Declaration 2
ARS Dues Changing 3
May In The Rose Garden 3
Frosty Roses 4
Rose Day at Pike's 5
Traveling Rosarians 6
Feature Garden 8
Membership Musings 8
Watering System 9
Mass Arrangement 10
Consulting Rosarians 11
Rose Resources 11
Officers & Information 12

FROM THE PRESIDENT
It’s show time!!
The biggest event we sponsor as a rose

society is our annual spring rose show. We are
fortunate to be able to have our show at the
Atlanta Botanical Gardens for several reasons.
One, of course, is that it is a lovely site with lots
of things to see and do in addition to admiring the
roses. Another reason is that we have our show
the same weekend as the garden’s annual
Connoisseur’s Garden Tour. This means there
may be a traffic jam after the garden opens to the
public but it also means that we get a lot of folks
coming through our show that might not even be
aware that we exist. This is a “golden”
opportunity for us to share our love and
knowledge of roses. Please plan to bring
whatever roses you have in your garden.

We have all had some damage by the
weather, so don’t worry about not having roses
that look like the pictures in the rose catalogs.
Enter your roses in the show and donate leftovers
to the arrangements that we sell. Coming early
enough to enter roses in the show has many
benefits – better parking, lots of help in preparing
roses for the show, opportunity to help the
placement committee, and then there is always
the great snacks that are provided by our
hospitality committee for the exhibitors. There

are many volunteer
opportunities the
day of the show, so
come early and plan
to stay late!

Our April
meeting was a lot of
fun and very
informative. We
now know a lot
about floral frogs –
actually an
interesting little tool
that changed as
society in general

changed. I think I will go digging in my
Mother’s basement to see what frogs I can find!
And no, Anna, not the slimy, hopping type of
frog!

It’s a beautiful day. I think I will get out on
my last day of my spring vacation and spray the
roses!

Hope your roses are making you smile,

Louise

IT’S SHOW TIME!!
SET-UP FRIDAY, MAY 11

SATURDAY-SUNDAY, MAY 12-13

Spring has come, The date is so near.
Yes, we will have a show this year!!
So cut your blooms for all to see,
And join us at the ABG.
We’ll be there on Friday At Noon to work.
And Early next morning – 6 a.m. to be sure –
The gates will be open
For your prep space to secure.
Enter your roses and wait/help while they are

judged.
Then enjoy rose fellowship,
While holding no grudge!
After the Winners are set on the head table
We’ll have lunch** for us all
In the Exhibit building behind Day Hall!
We’ll thank all our judges and you for the show.
And celebrate 50 years, don’t you know!!
Come be a part of this wonderful event.
I’ll guarantee this: It’s a weekend well spent!!

HELP!! Set up on Friday, place roses and make
arrangements to sell on Saturday, and greet the
public both days. Sunday, when the show closes,
we need your hands for a swift take down

Call Kitsy at 770-980-1680 to volunteer.
**Lunch Reservations: Contact Victoria
Fleming at 770-939-9114, 3459
Ashwood Ln, Atlanta, GA
30341. Cost is $9 each.
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COMING EVENTS
May 4-6 – American Rose Society Mini National

Convention & Rose Show, Charlotte, NC.
Contact Frank Bolt, 704-366-2566,
www.carolinadistrict.org

May 11 – Rose show set-up, 12 noon at Day
Hall

May 12-13 – GARS Rose Show, Day Hall,
Atlanta Botanical Garden. Contact
Kitsy Mostellar, 770-980-1680,
kmostellar@juno.com

May 19 – South Metro Rose Show, Fayetteville.
Contact Cindy Dale, 770-631-3885,
rosepro@bellsouth.net

May 26 – GARS Rose Day at Pike Family
Nurseries

May 26 – Huntsville-Twickenham Mini Rose
Show, contact Bill Chappell at 256-880-
3773 or bjmountop5@netzero.net

Jun 2-3 – GPPA garden tour, including the garden
of our own Anna & Verne Davis. Contact
Anna W. Bradley: 404-314-4909,
annawbradley@bellsouth.net

Jun 16 – GARS Picnic at Habersham Gardens
Jun 28-Jul 2 – American Rose Society Spring

National Convention & Rose Show, St.
Paul, MN. Contact Norma Booty, 952-432-
4313, http://twincitiesrose.org/2007convention

Jul 17 – GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Aug 21 – GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Sep 13-17 – American Rose Society Fall National

Convention & Rose Show, St. Louis, MO.
Website: www.arsconventionstl.org/

Sep 18 – GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Oct 6-7 – Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14 – Northeast Georgia/Gwinnett Rose Societies

Rose Show, Athens, GA. Contact Bobbie Reed,
770-979-4237, berdks@mindspring.com

Oct 13 – Georgia National Fair Rose Show, Perry, GA

Oct 19-21 – Deep South District Convention
& Rose Show in Atlanta

Nov 20 – GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG
Dec 8 – GARS Holiday Party

Future program topics will include roses
abroad, gardens and butterflies, and
propagating roses from seed or by
grafting. Don't miss them!

WEATHER WORD
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

April was a real killer, literally! April 8th was
the coldest April Easter Sunday ever. The cold that
occurred the two nights before Easter also really
affected roses all across north Georgia. Suburban
gardens suffered the most with all foliage and buds
frozen and cane damage on many roses. Some
roses were even killed!

My garden got down to 21° on Easter morning
and was below 25° the two nights before. If the
wind and clouds hadn't come around, it would have
been even colder. Everything froze, and I had to
cut most of my roses back by one or two feet.
Good thing I prune my roses high, but I still will not
have any blooms until at least early June.

To add insult to injury, there has been precious
little rain the past few months and not a lot coming
our way. Both the 30 day and 90 day outlook do
not have us in a wet pattern so it looks like watering
will be the main garden chore for the near future,
with temperatures averaging near or above normal.
It looks like a drought situation is developing
through early summer.

May 15 Avg High Avg Low Avg Rain
Atlanta 81 59 4.29
Alpharetta 79 53 4.68
Athens 82 58 4.37
Blairsville 75 49 4.81
Columbus 84 61 4.17
Helen 78 51 6.05
Macon 85 59 3.57
Rome 79 54 4.51
Savannah 84 63 4.09

GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION DIVISION DECLARES
LEVEL TWO DROUGHT STATEWIDE

From the Georgia Department of Natural Resources

The director of the Georgia Environmental
Protection Division (EPD) has declared a Level
Two drought response across the state and will
require all Georgians to follow a more stringent
outdoor water use schedule. “Every area of
Georgia has been in a persistent and progressive
drought condition since last June,” said EPD
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Director Carol A. Couch. “It’s important that we
take steps now to prepare for the warm, typically
dry summer months.”

The drought declaration was made following
a meeting of the State Drought Response
Committee. The Committee includes
representatives from several state, federal and
local agencies, as well as universities and
nongovernment organizations. The EPD
Director, working with State Climatologist David
Stooksbury, consults with the Committee
members and then determines whether a drought
response declaration is appropriate.

“March was very dry, and it’s historically a
very wet month in Georgia,” said State
Climatologist Stooksbury. “That’s one of the
reasons we’re in trouble now.”

The Level Two drought was declared for all
of Georgia. EPD Director Couch said drought
conditions will continue to be monitored and she
will confer with the Drought Response
Committee again in a month. Revised drought
response declarations will be issued as necessary.

A Level Two drought response declaration
limits outdoor water use to mornings only. The
new outdoor watering schedules statewide are as
follows:
ODD-NUMBERED addresses may water on

Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays12 midnight
to 10 a.m.

EVEN-NUMBERED and unnumbered addresses
may water on Mondays, Wednesdays and
Saturdays 12 midnight to 10 a.m.

American Rose Society dues are
going up on July 1. Join or renew

now, to lock in the current low rates
for up to three years. If you love

roses, you gotta belong! See
membership information on page 11.

MAY IN THE ROSE GARDEN
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

OBSERVE – It's time for the oohs and aahs of
spring. We've waited through a wacky winter,
put in lots of preparatory work, and hopefully
our spring blooms have finally arrived. Enjoy
the forms, the colors, and the fragrances of
spring in the rose garden!
WATER – Rainfall is still lagging; we've had
only half our usual rain this year. Those
beautiful blossoms we want require lots of
water to attain their best color, size, and staying
power, especially as temperatures warm in
May. Water is especially important to make
food available to our roses, and to protect them
from chemical burn as we spray them.
FEED – All our roses are awake and rarin' to go,
but you need to give them help with the energy
they need. That means it's time to feed again,
and again, all through the summer growing
season. You may accomplish that with a single
long-term fertilizer like Osmocote, by monthly
applications of a balanced granular fertilizer
like 16-4-8, by using a water-soluble fertilizer
like Peter's 20-20-20 every two weeks, or by
providing an organic fertilizer like Mill's Magic
Rose Mix or Purely Organic. Many dedicated
rose growers use a combination throughout the
season, as time and money permit. Just
remember, your roses need something to eat to
make beautiful blooms.
SPRAY – Many rose growers deal with fungus
and insect problems by spraying pesticides. If
you choose to do that in your garden, spray
weekly with a good fungicide, preferably
alternating chemicals to ensure that the fungi
don't develop resistance to them. Or you can
combine a systemic fungicide with a contact
fungicide in a single spray – for instance, many
rosarians use mancozeb every time they spray,
in combination with Funginex (triforine) or
Banner-Maxx. Keep an eye out in your garden
for aphids, which like to suck on tender new
shoots, and thrips, which leave ugly brown
edges on rose petals this time of year. Control


