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From the President:

Spring is finally here, and the weather
outside as of this writing is proof. It is one of
the most beautiful times of the year in Atlanta
with the dogwoods, azaleas, tulips and other
blooming plants/shrubs bursting forth with the
results of last year's stored-up energy. That
means the roses, therefore, are not far behind.
We have already sprayed several times with the
fungicides of our choice and fertilized with our
favorite combination of nutrients and additives.
The roses have responded with new growth –
the red leaves look almost like blooms from a
distance – and many tiny, new buds that are
awaiting their cue to present those gorgeous
flowers in just a few weeks.

Speaking of what is taking place in the next
few weeks, there are two very important events
that are practically upon us:

Pike Family Nurseries Rose Day, May 6,
9:00 – 1:00 – Tim and Michael have been
recruiting for this for several months, and I am
sure they could still use some more volunteers
to cover all 17 stores.

GARS Annual Rose Show, ABG, May 13,
14 – Cathy and Linda are putting the final
touches on our yearly signature event and will
appreciate the involvement of all our members
in any capacity that is needed for the Show.

What to do in the Rose Garden this
Month was a new feature started by Cathy
Farmer at the March meeting, and she
emphasized the need to fertilize about April 1st.
She mentioned Sta-Green Rose Food
specifically but also likes Mills Magic and
Mills Easy Feed. We all have our special
additives and “teas”, and it is nice to hear what
others are using. Hart Phinney will give us his
ideas at the next meeting.

We now have 33 Consulting Rosarians in
GARS with the addition of the four members
who received the designation at the DSD

meeting in January and received their
certificates at the last GARS meeting.
Congratulations to Linda Bohne, Nancy
Miller, Michael Rooks and Rob Russell. For
new members, especially, look at the list of the
CRs in each issue of The Phoenix, and if you
have any questions about roses, please either e-
mail or call one of them and he/she will be glad
to help. That is one of the great advantages of
belonging to GARS: the sharing of ideas and
interaction with others about roses where both
parties benefit from the exchange. Take
advantage of it.

John Keller

April GARS Meeting
Bill Patterson: Buck Roses

April 18th – 7:30 pm
Day Hall – Atlanta Botanical Gardens

By Louise Stafford, Consulting Rosarian

The trend lately is the hybridization of roses
that are easy to care for. More homeowners
than ever are landscaping with these roses and
finding that they really are easy to grow. Dr.
Griffith Buck was well ahead of his time.
From 1952 to 1985 he was Professor of
Horticulture at Iowa State University. His goal
was to produce roses that were not only winter
hardy, but also had good disease resistance and
other characteristics that made them perfect for
the garden. He developed over 100 different
varieties, including one of the Earthkind roses –
Carefree Beauty (aka "Katy Road Pink").
That in itself is a major accomplishment since
there are only 11 varieties that have been
labeled with that distinction.

Bill Patterson from Roses Unlimited in
Laurens, SC, will be telling us all about Dr.
Buck and his wonderful roses. Roses
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Unlimited probably has the largest collection of
Dr. Buck's roses available in commerce. There
are some real gems in this collection and you
will not want to miss Bill’s discussion and
recommendations.

Bill has also offered to deliver roses prior to
the meeting. This will save the shipping costs,
leaving you with a little extra to try some of
these Buck roses! You can see their online
catalog at www.rosesunlimitedownroot.com
and then call 1-864-682-7673 to place your
order.

See you on the 18th!

Coming ATTRACTIONS
Apr 18 – GARS meeting, 7:30pm, ABG.

Speaker: Bill Patterson of Roses
Unlimited

May 1 – GARS work day at ABG rose
garden, 9am to 12 noon

May 6 – Pike's Family Nursery Rose Day,
9am to 1pm

May 13-14 – GARS Rose Show, ABG. For
info, contact Linda Schuppener at 770-
489-4865 or linda2742@comcast.net

May 20-21 – South Metro RS Rose Show,
Fayetteville. For info contact Cindy Dale,
770-631-3885, rosepro@bellsouth.net

May 27 – GARS Picnic at Gilbert Arboretum,
Kennesaw

Jun 2-4 – Deep South District Judges School,
Bainbridge, GA

Jun 6 — GGRS meeting, Gwinnett Justice &
Admin Center, Lawrenceville; Ed
Griffith & International Rose Trial Judges
Mike & Gerta Roberts of England. For
info contact Linda Bohne, 770-822-6933,
linda.bohne@mindspring.com

Jun 21-26 – American Rose Society Spring
National Convention, Seattle

Jul 21-23 – ARS Mini National Rose Show &
Conference, Harrisburg, PA

Rose Show Planning
Update

By Linda Schuppener & Cathy Farmer, Consulting Rosarians

We would like to thank the
MANY people who have already
volunteered to be involved with
our GARS rose show May 12,
13, and 14. Everything is

beginning to fall into place and we
hope you are getting excited! Mini-

roses have been ordered, awards
are being bought (really nice
things!), many of you have

offered to sponsor an award,
the schedule is ready (thanks to Sharon Phillips'
hard work, and Pam Russell's for writing the
arrangement section), food events are being
planned for the judges, and the volunteer sheets
are beginning to fill up!

There are a couple of important empty
places still left on the sign up sheets. The
Membership/Consulting Rosarians table and
greeting of visitors is lacking terribly. We only
have 1 person who is willing to work from 3:30
to 5 to Sunday. All other times are available
Saturday and Sunday (and who can resist
talking roses!). Anna Davis is the only one
doing the rose arrangement sale, and she will
need help in putting bouquets together (ooh,
roses to play with!). We still have no one
signed up for rose maintenance (putting water
in vases – an easy job if you feel unskilled) and
the sale of left over roses on Sunday. We have
3 signed up for placement, but another 1 or 2
would be nice. If you can help, please call
Linda Schuppener, at 770-489-4865, or by e-
mail at linda2742@comcast.net.

The Atlanta Show is always a special one,
and is usually very well attended because of
Mother's Day. It is the perfect opportunity to
share our love for roses and their beauty. We
have rose friends from all around who love to
come here to exhibit and THANK YOU
ALL!!!
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April In
The Rose Garden

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Observe – Look around – it's time to spot the
first blooms of the year. The Cherokee and
Lady Banks roses should have been first,
although Isabella Sprunt, an old Tea rose,
bloomed first this year. For those of us who
were terribly late finishing our pruning (as I
always am), we already saw buds in March,
and since we're told it takes 30 days from the
teensiest bud to an open bloom... are you
counting? Also, it's time to notice those first
challenges we'll need to deal with in the next
month. Powdery mildew is thriving this month,
as are aphids. But the ladybugs are out there,
too, as long as we can avoid using insecticides.
Water – We're in a La Niña weather pattern,
with a slightly warmer and drier spring
expected. In fact, our area had only half as
much rainfall as usual during March, and was
warmer than usual. Our garden is certainly
living up to predictions – don't forget to water!
Feed –Now it's time to feed the roses to give
them energy for all their spring growth. You
can use a fast-release-nitrogen fertilizer in
addition to any organics that you like, to feed
both plants and soil.
Spray – As I pruned throughout March, I saw a
little powdery mildew, and a fair amount of
blackspot on my bushes, increasingly on new
leaves as well as old. That means it's time to
use fungicides to keep those diseases under
control, so start your regular spray regimen.
Put it on the calendar, and continue to spray
every 7 days (Banner Maxx allows a longer
interval, 14 days, but with lots of new growth,
you may need to spray more frequently so all
those tender new leaves are protected).
Prune! – We've finished our major pruning,
but this month there's more to do. As you walk
around in the garden, watch for places where
three buds are trying to grow from a single
point on a cane, and brush off two of them with

your thumb – it's much easier now than it will
be later, and if you let all three try to grow,
none of them will grow well. Also, keep an
eye on the direction of new growth – if a new
stem is heading for the center of the plant, cut it
out now, before the bush invests too much
energy in growing a branch that will only
inhibit air flow through the bush. As buds
appear on your bushes, remember to disbud –
pinch out side-buds on a hybrid tea, or the
center bud of a spray, to get the most from your
flowers. This is a necessity for exhibitors, but
helps all gardeners have more beautiful blooms.
Mulch – As you begin to fertilize, check on
your mulch. This is a good time to refresh or
replace mulch, as needed. Mulching now will
help your plant conserve moisture and protect it
from the hot summer days ahead.
Plant – The potted plants are coming into
nurseries, many of them in bloom. If you're
tempted to buy (and who isn't?), get your new
babies off to a good start in a great hole.
Learn – My roses are always trying to teach
me something…. [Continued on Page 4]

Pike's Rose Day
By Tim Harper & Michael Rooks, Consulting Rosarians

Pike's Rose Day is such an important event
for us. We spend a few hours sharing our
knowledge with the general public, and Pike's
in turn gives us a substantial donation, which
helps us put on other fun events such as the
Rose Show.

We need to cover each and every store!
This year the chosen date is Saturday, May 6,
from 9am-1pm.

Let's not let Pike's down and jeopardize our
relationship with them in the future. If you can
help at any store, and aren't already signed up,
please contact me at 404-622-1841, or at
harperooks@aol.com. All our Consulting
Rosarians should be planning on helping.
Editor's Note: We even know of one rose-lover who'll
be spending part of his 75th birthday at Pike's. Way
to go, Stan!
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The Allure of
Fragrant Roses

By Bruce Gillett, MD, Consulting Rosarian

Thomas Moore wrote, “You may break, you
may shatter the vase, if you will, but the scent
of the roses will hang round it still.” The
wonderful scent of roses should be enjoyed in
both your garden and your home.

Rose fragrance is produced by chemicals
that are components of fragrant oil. Some of
the chemicals include beta-Phenyl ethyl
alcohol, geranyl alcohol, and carotenoids.
When the mid-morning sun heats the plant,
droplets of the oil are released from the petals
and from the foliage of some roses. Roses are
most fragrant on a warm morning when the air
is still. The scent is very intense in the spring
during the rose plant's first bloom. Fragrance is
also dependent upon the variety of the rose and
upon a person’s sense of smell.

The seven major rose scents are rose,
nasturtium, violet, lemon, apple, orris, and
clove. Chemical combinations yield
differences in volatile oils that produce dozens
of other scents such as myrrh, bay, and
raspberry. Spicy, licorice-like, and sweet are
among the many adjectives used to describe
rose fragrance. Old Garden Roses in the
Damask class have the typical rose scent.
Dainty Bess, a light pink Hybrid Tea, has a
clove scent. Golden Showers, a medium
yellow, Large-Flowered Climber, has orris and
violet scents. New Dawn, a light pink, Large-
Flowered Climber, has an apple scent. Lemon
Spice, a yellow Hybrid Tea, has a lemon scent.
Georg Arends, a medium pink Hybrid
Perpetual, has a nasturtium scent.

Darker colored roses and roses with more
petals have deeper scents. Red and pink roses
usually have the typical rose fragrance. Yellow
and white roses generally have orris,
nasturtium, lemon, or violet scents. Roses in
the orange color range have clove, orris, violet
or nasturtium fragrances.

Old Garden Roses, those classes in

existence prior to 1867, were thought to be
more fragrant, particularly the roses in the
Damask, Bourbon, Noisette and Gallica
classes. Over the last decade, there has been an
emphasis on the development of more fragrant
modern roses, particularly in the Hybrid Tea
classification. Modern roses in the Hybrid
Rugosa class are notably fragrant. The English
Rose cultivars, which combine old garden and
modern qualities, are quite fragrant.

To find alluring and deliciously fragrant
roses, look for those in the classifications
described above. Select roses that have won
fragrance awards. The American Rose Society
has awarded the James Alexander Gamble
Fragrance Medal to the following roses:
Crimson Glory, Tiffany, Chrysler Imperial,
Sutter’s Gold, Granada, Fragrant Cloud, Papa
Meilland, Sunsprite, Double Delight, Fragrant
Hour, Angel Face, Secret, Mister Lincoln, and
Sheila’s Perfume. The Greater Atlanta Rose
Society has noted that the following roses have
wonderful fragrances: Abraham Darby,
Barbara Streisand, Dolly Parton, Fragrant
Delight, John F. Kennedy, Just Joey, Lagerfeld,
Moon Shadow, Paradise, Pristine, Sheer Bliss,
and Valencia. The following roses have won
other fragrance awards and are commercially
available: Alec’s Red, Baronne Edmond de
Rothschild, Frederic Mistral, Radox Bouquet,
Margaret Merril, and Melody Parfumee.

Picnic News
Bruce Gillett has arranged for an exclusive

trip to the new Smith-Gilbert Arboretum in
Kennesaw for the GARS picnic this summer.
Due to scheduling conflicts, it will be on
Saturday, May 27 (Memorial Day weekend),
11am to 2pm. We will be able to tour the new
rose garden, and see thousands of unique plants
including bonsai, conifers, rhododendron,
Japanese maples, and viburnums, plus rock and
bog gardens, a sculpture garden, a koi pond,
and a teahouse. Look for more information in
next month's Phoenix. Mark your calendar!
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Rose Secrets &
Their Mysteries Revealed

How to Minimize
Mildew & Blackspot

The simple answer ought to be when these
fungal diseases appear. However, by the time
mildew has been detected, for instance, the
disease has spread rather rapidly. Home
gardeners only have access to fungicides that
are preventive in nature, not curative.
Preventive fungicides like Banner Maxx are
relatively low on the scale of toxicity and only
provide protection when sprayed in advance of
an outbreak of mildew. Application of Banner
Maxx (every 14 days) can maintain a degree of
protection especially when regularity is strictly
maintained. Waiting until an outbreak of
mildew occurs is often too late to control.
However, spraying with Banner Maxx on a
regular schedule will prevent new developing
foliage from becoming contaminated.

Therefore, the most confident approach to
spraying fungicides is to ensure that regularity
is the keyword. By experience there are certain
varieties like Angel Face and Garden Party that
are particularly prone to mildew and provide an
early warning system to start a preventive
spraying program.

Fungicides
Always read and follow label directions!

Aliette WDG – 2½ tsp per gallon
Banner Maxx – 1 tsp per 3 gallons
Bordeaux Mixture – ½ cup per gallon
Cleary's 3336-F – 1 tsp per gallon foliar
Compass – ½ tsp per 8 gallons to prevent,

1 tsp per 8 gallons to eradicate
Daconil Ultrex – 1 Tbsp per gallon
Junction – 1½ tsp per gallon
Protect T/O – 1 ½ tsp per gallon
Remedy – 2 Tbsp per gallon
Rose Defense – 2 Tbsp per gallon
Rubigan EC – 1 tsp per 3 gallons to prevent

2 tsp per 3 gallons to eradicate
Subdue 2E – ¼ tsp per 4 gallons
Zyban – 1½ tsp per gallon

Try to avoid spraying full strength on
tender young foliage, as the possibility for
damage is high. Most products already have a
built-in spreader-sticker that ensures the
pesticide remains on the intended target, i.e.,
the foliage.

In conclusion, initiate spraying with a
fungicide after the new foliage has emerged
about several inches and has started to mature
(plum color to green). Maintain a regular
program (every 14 days). If control should be
lost, then change pesticides to another product
such as Compass.
From the February 2005 issue of The Rose Reporter, newsletter
of the Tinseltown Rose Society, Luis Desamero, Editor.

Ryan's Spraying Tips
By Ryan Tilley, Consulting Rosarian

Spray to prevent disease. Once you have it,
it's difficult to get rid of.

Personal Safety
Use a respirator approved for pesticide use.

Wear protective gloves, non-absorbent footwear,
and proper clothing. Remove all clothing after
spraying. Shower to remove spray residue.
Wash clothing separately in the hottest water
available. Keep the poison control emergency
number in a convenient location. You never
know when you'll need it.

Equipment
Maintain equipment in good repair. Clean

spray equipment thoroughly after use. Be sure to
run clean water through hoses, spray gun, and
nozzles. A small amount of non-sudsing
ammonia can be used to clean residue out of the
tank. Never use your "rose" sprayer for
herbicides! Use measuring spoons and cups
specifically designated for chemicals; always
store them with your pesticides.

Pesticides
Always read the entire pesticide label, and

follow the recommended dilution rates. On the
container, mark the date you open the pesticide
and the dilution rate. Don't store chemicals in
direct sunlight, or in high temperatures. Mix


